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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas adopted the magistrate judge’s
Recommended Disposition without objection. The court reversed the Commissioner of Social
Security’s decision and remanded the case for further proceedings under sentence four of 42 U.S.C. §
405(g).

CASE DETAILS

COURT United States District Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas,
Central Division

WRITING FOR THE COURT Lee P. Rudofsky

JURISDICTION United States District Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas,
Central Division

DECIDED January 16, 2026

DOCKET 4:24-cv-00978-LPR

DISPOSITION reversed_and_remanded

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The district court reviewed a Recommended Disposition concerning
the Commissioner's Social Security decision. No objections were filed,
and the court adopted the Recommended Disposition, reversed the
Commissioner's decision, and remanded for further proceedings.

STANDARD OF REVIEW De novo review of the Recommended Disposition; the court applied
the harmless-error burden requiring the claimant to show that an
alleged error was not harmless.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished district court order; precedential status is not stated in the
source.
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PRACTICE AREAS

Social Security administrative law judicial review civil procedure remedies

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court should approve and adopt the magistrate judge's Recommended Disposition
after the objection period expired without objections.

2. Whether the Commissioner's Social Security decision should be reversed and remanded under sentence
four of 42 U.S.C. § 405(g) because the claimant demonstrated that an error was not harmless.

HOLDINGS

1. The court approved and adopted the Recommended Disposition in its entirety as the court's findings and
conclusions.

2. The claimant met the threshold of showing that the error was not harmless, warranting reversal of the
Commissioner's decision.

3. The Commissioner's decision was reversed and the case was remanded for further proceedings as a
sentence-four remand under 42 U.S.C. § 405(g).

KEY QUOTATIONS

“IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT the Commissioner’s decision is REVERSED, and this case is
REMANDED for further proceedings.” (at 1)

“This is a “sentence four” remand within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. § 405(g) and Melkonyan v. Sullivan, 501
U.S. 89 (1991).” (at 1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Commissioner issued a decision adverse to Kareem Tavares Martin in a Social Security matter. The
Recommended Disposition concluded that the claimant had met the threshold for showing that an error was not
harmless. The district court adopted that disposition and ordered further administrative proceedings.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

United States Magistrate Judge Benecia B. Moore issued a Recommended Disposition. After the objection
period expired without objections, District Judge Lee P. Rudofsky conducted a de novo review, approved and
adopted the Recommended Disposition in its entirety, reversed the Commissioner's decision, and remanded the
case under sentence four of 42 U.S.C. § 405(g).
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REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The case is remanded to the Commissioner for further proceedings consistent with the adopted Recommended
Disposition.
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