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SUMMARY

The Fourteenth Court of Appeals of Texas granted the parties’ agreed motion to abate an appeal for
sixty days while they pursued settlement discussions. The court suspended the appellate timetable,
treated the appeal as closed during the abatement, and provided procedures for reinstatement,

dismissal, or extension.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the appellate court should grant the parties' agreed motion to abate the appeal for sixty days

while they pursued settlement discussions.

HOLDINGS



1. The court granted the agreed motion and abated the appeal for sixty days, suspended the appellate
timetable during that period, and directed that the appeal be reinstated after sixty days unless the parties
filed an appropriate dispositive motion or sought other relief.

KEY QUOTATIONS
“The court ORDERS the appeal ABATED for a period of sixty days.”

“The appeal is ABATED, treated as a closed case, and removed from this court=s active docket for a period
of sixty days.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The appeal arose from a final summary judgment signed by the 189th District Court of Harris County on March
30, 2012. The parties were engaged in settlement discussions and jointly sought a sixty-day abatement of the

appellate proceedings.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The 189th District Court of Harris County, Texas, signed a final summary judgment on March 30, 2012. During
the appeal, the parties jointly requested a sixty-day abatement because they were engaged in settlement

discussions. The Fourteenth Court of Appeals granted the motion, suspended the appellate timetable, treated the
appeal as closed, and ordered that it be reinstated after sixty days unless the parties filed a dispositive motion or

a motion seeking other relief.
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