COURT OF APPEALS OF TEXAS, SECOND DISTRICT OF TEXAS, FORT

WORTH

The Estate of John Aroon Sookma, Deceased

No. 2-08-288-CV - No. No. 2-08-288-CV - Decided August 7, 2008

SUMMARY

The Texas Court of Appeals for the Second District dismissed Julia A. Sookma’s appeal for want of

jurisdiction. The trial court orders concerning investment of disputed probate funds were not final,

appealable orders, and no response was filed after the court notified the parties of its jurisdictional

concern.
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Julia A. Sookma attempted to appeal from purported trial-court orders
concerning investment of disputed funds held by the county clerk. The
court of appeals questioned its jurisdiction and, after receiving no

response to its notice, dismissed the appeal.
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1. Whether the court of appeals had jurisdiction over an appeal from probate-court orders authorizing

investment of disputed funds when those orders were not final, appealable orders.

HOLDINGS

1. The January 8 and February 1, 2008 orders authorizing investment of disputed funds were not final,

appealable orders; therefore, the court of appeals lacked jurisdiction over the appeal.

2. When the record shows that the appealed probate orders are not final, appealable orders, the court of
appeals must dismiss the appeal for want of jurisdiction.

KEY QUOTATIONS
“Accordingly, because the trial court’s January 8 and February 1 orders are not final, appealable orders, we

dismiss this appeal for want of jurisdiction.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The probate court authorized the county clerk to invest disputed funds held on deposit in interest-bearing
accounts. Sookma attempted to appeal from several purported orders, but the clerk confirmed that two of the
identified orders had not been signed. The two signed orders did not finally dispose of the relevant probate

proceeding.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Probate Court No. 1 of Tarrant County purportedly entered orders on January 8, January 17, February 1, and
February 5, 2008. The clerk reported that no orders were signed on January 17 or February 5. The January 8 and
February 1 orders authorized investment of disputed funds and were not final appealable orders. After notifying
Sookma that the appeal appeared jurisdictionally defective and receiving no response, the court dismissed the

appeal for want of jurisdiction.
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