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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Georgia affirmed Craig Robert Chancellor’s convictions for failure to maintain
lane and driving under the influence of alcohol to the extent it was less safe to drive. The court held
that due process did not require the implied consent notice to inform a commercial driver of every
consequence of refusing chemical testing, including lifetime disqualification of a commercial driver’s
license.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Chancellor appealed his convictions for failure to maintain lane and
driving under the influence of alcohol, challenging the denial of his
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the evidence was sufficient to support Chancellor's convictions for failure to maintain lane and
driving under the influence of alcohol to the extent it was less safe for him to drive.

2. Whether due process required the implied-consent notice given to Chancellor to inform him that
refusing chemical testing could result in lifetime revocation of his commercial driver's license.

HOLDINGS

1. The evidence was sufficient to authorize a rational trier of fact to find Chancellor guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt of failure to maintain lane and driving under the influence of alcohol to the extent it
was less safe for him to drive.

2. Due process did not require the arresting officer to inform Chancellor of every consequence of refusing
chemical testing, including possible lifetime revocation of his commercial driver's license, so long as the
officer informed him that refusal could result in suspension of his driver's license.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“so long as the arresting officer informs the driver that refusal to submit to chemical testing could result in
the suspension of the person's driver's license, due process does not require that the arresting officer inform
the driver of all the consequences of refusing to submit to testing because the officer has made it clear that
refusing the test was not a "safe harbor," free of adverse consequences.” (at 204)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

A Georgia State Patrol trooper responded to an accident and found Chancellor's vehicle lodged between two
trees after leaving the roadway and traversing a ditch. Chancellor was outside the vehicle, unsteady on his feet,
with extremely dilated eyes and a strong odor of alcohol; he eventually admitted drinking two beers. After
arresting him, the trooper read the statutorily required implied-consent notice, but Chancellor refused chemical
testing.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Following a jury trial, Chancellor was convicted of failure to maintain lane and driving under the influence of
alcohol to the extent it was less safe for him to drive. The trial court denied his motion to suppress evidence
obtained after his arrest. The Supreme Court of Georgia affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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