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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of West Virginia adopted a magistrate
judge’s proposed findings and recommendation in Juvonta Lafond’s petition for habeas corpus under
28 U.S.C. § 2241. Because Lafond had been released from custody and no objections were filed, the
court dismissed the petition as moot and removed the case from the docket.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Petition for a writ of habeas corpus under 28 U.S.C. § 2241 reviewed
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findings and recommendation, the district court need not conduct de
novo review of the unobjected-to portions; general and conclusory
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court was required to conduct de novo review of the magistrate judge's PF&R when
no objections were filed.

2. Whether Lafond's § 2241 petition should be dismissed as moot following his release from custody.

HOLDINGS

1. The district court was not required to conduct de novo review of the magistrate judge's factual or legal
conclusions because no timely objections were filed.

2. The § 2241 petition was moot because Lafond had been released from custody, and the action was
dismissed as moot.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Court need not review, under a de novo or any other standard, the factual or legal conclusions of the
magistrate judge as to those portions of the findings or recommendation to which no objections are
addressed.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Lafond filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus under § 2241 while in federal custody. He was released from
custody before resolution of the petition. The magistrate judge recommended dismissal as moot, and Lafond
filed no objections.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Lafond filed a § 2241 habeas petition on October 9, 2024. The matter was referred to Magistrate Judge Omar J.
Aboulhosn, who recommended dismissal as moot because Lafond had been released from custody. No
objections were filed by the January 22, 2026 deadline, and the district court adopted the PF&R, dismissed the
petition as moot, and removed the case from the docket.

DISPOSITION

dismissed
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