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SUMMARY

The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals granted habeas corpus relief to Michael Anderson, concluding
that his guilty plea was involuntary because counsel advised him to seek shock probation despite his
ineligibility. The court set aside the judgment for indecency with a child by exposure and remanded
Anderson to the custody of the Brazos County Sheriff to answer the indictment.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Applicant's guilty plea was involuntary because counsel advised him to plead for shock
probation when he was legally ineligible for shock probation.



2. Whether the judgment should be set aside and Applicant remanded to answer the charges in the
indictment.

HOLDINGS

1. A guilty plea is involuntary when counsel advises the defendant to enter the plea for shock probation
even though the defendant is legally ineligible for shock probation, because that advice falls outside the
range of competence.

2. Habeas relief is warranted, the judgment must be set aside, and the applicant must be remanded to
custody to answer the charges in the indictment when the guilty plea was involuntary because of
counsel's legally incompetent plea advice.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Applicant was convicted of indecency with a child by exposure and sentenced to ten years' imprisonment.
Counsel advised Applicant to enter a plea in exchange for shock probation, but Texas law made defendants
convicted of the relevant offense ineligible for judge-imposed community supervision and, consequently, shock
probation. The trial court determined that counsel's plea advice fell outside the range of competence and
rendered the plea involuntary.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Applicant was convicted in the 361st District Court of Brazos County and sentenced to ten years' imprisonment.
No appeal was taken. Applicant filed an article 11.07 habeas application in the county of conviction, and the
district clerk forwarded it to the Court of Criminal Appeals. Based on the record, the trial court recommended
relief, and the Court of Criminal Appeals set aside the judgment and remanded Applicant to custody to answer
the indictment.

DISPOSITION
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REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The judgment in cause number 24-03368-CRF-361 in the 361st District Court of Brazos County is set aside.
Applicant is remanded to the custody of the Sheriff of Brazos County to answer the charges set out in the
indictment. The trial court must issue any necessary bench warrant within ten days from the date of the Court of
Criminal Appeals' mandate. Copies of the opinion must be sent to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice–
Correctional Institutions Division and the Board of Pardons and Paroles.
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