UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF

CALIFORNIA

Ortiz v. Lucero Ag Services, Inc.

Ortiz - No. 1:23-cv-1319 JLT EPG - Decided April 22, 2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of California adopted findings and

recommendations concerning Lucero Ag Services, Inc.'s failure to maintain counsel, comply with

court orders, and defend the action. The court struck the company's answer, directed the Clerk to enter

default under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 55(a), and granted plaintiffs permission to move for
default judgment. The order was dated April 22, 2025.
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The district court reviewed a magistrate judge's Findings and
Recommendations de novo after no party filed objections, adopted the
recommendations, struck defendant Lucero Ag Services, Inc.'s answer,
directed entry of default, and granted plaintiffs permission to move for
default judgment.

De novo review under 28 U.S.C. § 636(b)(1).
unpublished
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court should adopt the magistrate judge's Findings and Recommendations after
conducting de novo review under 28 U.S.C. § 636(b)(1).

2. Whether Lucero Ag Services, Inc.'s answer should be stricken and default entered under Federal Rule of
Civil Procedure 55(a) because the company was unrepresented and failed to comply with court orders

and defend the action.

3. Whether plaintiffs should be permitted to move for default judgment against Lucero Ag Services, Inc.

HOLDINGS

1. The Findings and Recommendations were supported by the record and proper analysis and were adopted
in full after de novo review.

2. Lucero Ag Services, Inc.'s answer was stricken, and the Clerk of Court was directed to enter default

against the company pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 55(a).

3. Plaintiffs were granted permission to move for default judgment against Lucero Ag Services, Inc.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Court ORDERS:” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Azucena Ortiz, Gustavo Meza, and Dominga Espinoza filed a putative class action alleging primarily California
labor-law violations. Lucero Ag Services, Inc. was no longer represented by counsel and failed to comply with
court orders and defend the case. The magistrate judge recommended striking the company's answer, entering
default, and allowing plaintiffs to move for default judgment; no party objected.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiffs filed a putative class action on September 5, 2023, principally alleging violations of California labor
laws. After Lucero Ag Services, Inc. became unrepresented and failed to comply with court orders or defend the
action, the magistrate judge recommended striking its answer, entering default under Federal Rule of Civil
Procedure 55(a), and permitting plaintiffs to seek default judgment. The district court found no objections,
conducted de novo review under 28 U.S.C. § 636(b)(1), and adopted the Findings and Recommendations in full.
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