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SUMMARY

The Florida Supreme Court held that a juvenile charged as an adult with attempted first-degree murder
was entitled to pretrial release on reasonable conditions under article I, section 14, of the Florida
Constitution. Because Florida law did not provide a parole opportunity satisfying Graham v. Florida,
the juvenile could not legally be sentenced to life imprisonment, and the charged offense therefore was
not an offense punishable by life imprisonment for purposes of the constitutional bond provision. The
court quashed the Fourth District Court of Appeal’s decision.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether Graham v. Florida's prohibition on life-without-parole sentences for juvenile offenders who did
not commit homicide affects whether such a defendant is charged with an offense punishable by life
imprisonment under article I, section 14, of the Florida Constitution.

2. Whether a juvenile charged as an adult with attempted first-degree murder with a deadly weapon is
entitled to pretrial release on reasonable conditions as a matter of right when the juvenile cannot legally
be sentenced to life imprisonment.

HOLDINGS

1. Because Florida provided no parole opportunity for juveniles sentenced to life imprisonment, Graham v.
Florida prevented Treacy from receiving a life sentence under the law then in effect.

2. A juvenile who cannot legally be sentenced to life imprisonment is not charged with an offense
punishable by life imprisonment under article I, section 14, and therefore is entitled to pretrial release on
reasonable conditions unless the constitutional detention criteria are met.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because Treacy, and juveniles like him, cannot receive a life sentence, we hold that the plain language of the
Florida Constitution provides that they are “entitled to pretrial release on reasonable conditions [that]
reasonably protect the community from risk of physical harm.... ”” (178)

“Under the unambiguous language of article I, section 14, Treacy is not charged with an offense punishable
by life imprisonment because he, himself, cannot be sentenced to life.” (179)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Treacy was fifteen when he was arrested for attempted premeditated first-degree murder and was later charged
as an adult. The trial court denied his motion to set bond on the ground that the charged offense was punishable
by life imprisonment. Because Florida had no parole opportunity satisfying Graham for a juvenile nonhomicide
offender sentenced to life, the Supreme Court concluded that Treacy could not legally receive a life sentence
under the statutory scheme then in effect.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Treacy was arrested at age fifteen and charged as an adult with attempted first-degree murder with a deadly
weapon. The trial court denied his motions to set bond, and the Fourth District Court of Appeal denied his
habeas petitions, ultimately holding that the Florida Constitution determines bond entitlement by offense
classification rather than by the punishment legally available to the defendant. The Supreme Court of Florida
accepted review because the district court expressly construed article I, section 14, of the Florida Constitution,
quashed the Fourth District's decision, and held that Treacy was entitled to pretrial release on reasonable
conditions. Although Treacy was later convicted and sentenced, the court retained jurisdiction under the public-
importance and recurrence exception to mootness.

DISPOSITION



quashed

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The Supreme Court quashed the Fourth District Court of Appeal's decision. No additional remand instructions
are stated.
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