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SUMMARY

The Fifth District Court of Appeal of Florida denied Enrique Vilomar’s petition for a writ of
mandamus seeking transcripts of hearings from his criminal case. The court held that indigent
prisoners are not entitled to free transcripts beyond those prepared for a direct appeal and cautioned
Vilomar that further similar filings could result in disciplinary proceedings.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether an indigent prisoner is entitled to mandamus relief compelling the State to provide free
transcripts of hearings beyond the transcripts prepared for the direct appeal.

2. Whether the court should caution Vilomar that additional unsuccessful pro se requests for free transcripts
or other case documents could result in disciplinary proceedings.

HOLDINGS

1. An indigent prisoner is not entitled to free transcripts beyond the record prepared for a direct appeal to
assist in preparing a postconviction motion or petition for extraordinary relief; therefore, Vilomar was
not entitled to mandamus relief compelling production of the requested transcripts.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“While indigent convicts can get the free copies [of the transcripts and documents] and services for plenary
appeal there is no provision in law to obtain them thereafter.” (2)

“Beyond the record provided for a direct appeal, [a prisoner] is not entitled to free transcripts to assist in the
preparation of either a postconviction motion or a petition for extraordinary relief.” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Vilomar, an indigent inmate, was tried and convicted of various crimes in Volusia County. The record from his
direct appeal showed that transcripts of the entire trial, including sentencing, and of a pretrial evidentiary hearing
on his motion to suppress had been prepared and filed. He later sought free transcripts of any other hearings in
the case, without identifying those hearings, more than twenty-two months after his judgment and sentence
became final.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Vilomar was convicted in the Volusia County Circuit Court and his convictions and sentences were affirmed
without opinion on direct appeal. The direct-appeal record included the trial and sentencing transcripts and a
transcript of an evidentiary suppression hearing. More than twenty-two months after the judgment and sentence
became final, Vilomar sought mandamus relief for transcripts of other unspecified hearings; the Fifth District
denied the petition on the merits.
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