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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Middle District of Georgia granted Plaintiff Amanda Weeks’s
motion to dismiss under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(a)(2). The action was dismissed without
prejudice after the plaintiff reported reaching a settlement and the remaining defendant did not object;
the court found no plain prejudice to the defendants.
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DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff moved under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(a)(2) to
voluntarily dismiss the action without prejudice after the court had
dismissed claims against all defendants except Deputy Kyle Jones in
his individual capacity. Jones did not respond or object.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The district court exercises sound and broad discretion in deciding
whether to permit voluntary dismissal under Rule 41(a)(2).

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished district court order

TOPICS

motions to dismiss civil procedure section 1983 remedies

PRACTICE AREAS

civil procedure civil rights torts remedies



QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court should grant Plaintiff's unopposed request for voluntary dismissal under Federal Rule
of Civil Procedure 41(a)(2).

2. Whether the remaining defendant would suffer plain prejudice beyond the mere prospect of a second
lawsuit from dismissal without prejudice.

HOLDINGS

1. A plaintiff's request for voluntary dismissal that does not qualify for dismissal under Rule 41(a)(1) may
be granted by court order on proper terms, and the decision is committed to the district court's sound and
broad discretion.

2. Voluntary dismissal without prejudice was appropriate because the defendants would not suffer plain
prejudice from the dismissal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“"[T]he decision whether or not to grant [a voluntary] dismissal is within the sound discretion of the district
court . . . ."” (at 2)

“"in most cases a voluntary dismissal should be allowed unless the defendant will suffer some plain prejudice
other than the mere prospect of a second lawsuit[.]"” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff sought monetary damages for torts allegedly committed by Deputy Kyle Jones while employed by the
Colquitt County Sheriff's Office. After the court's prior dismissal order, only claims against Jones in his
individual capacity remained. Plaintiff represented that she had reached a settlement with one previously named
defendant that fully resolved the dispute, and Jones did not oppose dismissal.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed the action in the Superior Court of Colquitt County, Georgia, seeking monetary damages for tort
claims arising from conduct by Deputy Kyle Jones. The case proceeded in federal court, where the court granted
in part and denied in part Jones's motion to dismiss and granted the motions to dismiss filed by Colquitt County
and Sheriff Rod Howell, leaving only individual-capacity claims against Jones. Plaintiff then moved for
voluntary dismissal, representing that she had negotiated a settlement with one previously named defendant; the
court granted the motion and dismissed the action without prejudice.
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