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Energy; and the United States Department of Energy
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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of Idaho grants Butte County’s motion for entry of
final judgment. Although the County sought dismissal without prejudice to facilitate an appeal, the
court determines that dismissal with prejudice is appropriate because amendment had been allowed
and finality would aid appellate jurisdiction. The court directs that a separate judgment be entered
under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 58.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE After the court dismissed the action without prejudice and denied the
plaintiff's initial motion for leave to amend, the plaintiff sought entry
of final judgment so it could pursue an appeal. The court granted the
motion and ordered dismissal with prejudice.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unknown
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the district court should enter final judgment dismissing Butte County's claims with prejudice
or without prejudice.

2. Whether entry of a judgment with prejudice was the appropriate procedural means to ensure that the
district court proceedings had concluded and permit an appeal.

HOLDINGS

1. The court held that Butte County's claims should be dismissed with prejudice rather than without
prejudice.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“This ensures there is no question that proceedings have concluded in front of the district court and Butte
County can appeal.” (Mem. Dec. & Order at 3-4)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Butte County's claims had previously been dismissed without prejudice after the district court granted
defendants' motion to dismiss. The court had denied Butte County's initial motion for leave to amend but
provided an opportunity to file a renewed motion, which Butte County did not pursue. After the Ninth Circuit
dismissed Butte County's appeal for lack of a final decision, Butte County sought entry of final judgment to
permit appellate review.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Butte County filed its complaint on March 6, 2023. On February 1, 2024, the court granted defendants' motion to
dismiss and entered judgment without prejudice, while allowing Butte County to choose whether to seek
amendment or appeal. Butte County moved for leave to amend; the court denied that motion on March 31, 2025,
and allowed 30 days for a renewed motion. Butte County filed no renewed motion and appealed. The Ninth
Circuit dismissed the appeal for lack of jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1291 because the district court had
provided a final opportunity to amend. Butte County then moved for entry of final judgment, which the district
court granted by directing a separate judgment dismissing the claims with prejudice.
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