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SUMMARY

The Texas First Court of Appeals directed that Lanesha Washington be permitted to proceed on appeal
without payment of court costs based on her statement of inability to afford costs and the absence of a
contest. The court also directed preparation of the reporter’s record at no cost to Washington and set an
October 2, 2018 filing deadline.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether appellant should be permitted to proceed on appeal without payment of court costs when the
record contains an uncontested statement of inability to afford those costs.

2. Whether the reporter's record should be prepared and filed without cost to appellant.



HOLDINGS

1. Because the record contained appellant's statement of inability to afford payment of court costs or an
appeal bond and no contest or motion requiring payment was reflected, appellant was allowed to
proceed on appeal without payment of costs.

2. The court reporter clerk was directed to prepare and file the reporter's record at no cost to appellant.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Appellant filed a statement of inability to afford payment of court costs or an appeal bond in the trial court. The
appellate clerk's record did not reflect that a motion to require payment of costs or a contest to the statement had
been filed. The appellate court therefore directed that appellant proceed without payment of costs and that the
reporter's record be prepared without cost.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The County Civil Court at Law No. 1 of Harris County entered a final judgment on August 3, 2018. Lanesha
Washington appealed and filed a statement of inability to afford payment of court costs or an appeal bond.
Because the clerk's record showed no motion to require payment or contest to the statement, the court allowed
the appeal to proceed without payment of costs and directed preparation of the reporter's record at no cost.
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