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SUMMARY

The court grants Plaintiff L.C.’s motion to show cause and for additional time to serve process in an
action involving claims under the Americans with Disabilities Act and related claims concerning a
minor child. Applying Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(m), the court finds good cause and extends
the service deadline by 55 days from the order’s issuance, including as to the Cabell County Board of
Education without deciding whether service was already perfected.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff moved to show cause and for additional time to serve process
on Emily Barker and Cabell County Board of Education under Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 4(m).

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court applied Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(m) and exercised
its discretion concerning an extension of time for service of process.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE nonprecedential district court memorandum opinion and order
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Plaintiff demonstrated good cause under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(m) for failing to
timely serve Emily Barker.

2. Whether the court could extend the time for service on Emily Barker and Cabell County Board of
Education even absent a determination that service on the Board had been perfected.

3. What extension of time for service was appropriate.

HOLDINGS

1. Plaintiff showed good cause for failing to serve Emily Barker within the Rule 4(m) period because she
conducted a diligent search but could not locate Barker's address.

2. A district court has discretion to extend the time for service under Rule 4(m) even when the plaintiff has
not shown good cause.

3. Plaintiff's time to serve the relevant defendants was extended by 55 days from January 13, 2026.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“However, “if the plaintiff shows good cause for the failure, the court must extend the time for service for an
appropriate period.”” (unpaginated)

“The Court, in its discretion, also extends the time for service of process pursuant to Rule 4(m) on CCBOE,
given that the Court takes no position on whether Plaintiff has perfected service upon CCBOE.”
(unpaginated)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff brought an Americans with Disabilities Act claim and related claims concerning alleged conduct against
a minor at a Cabell County Board of Education school where Emily Barker was employed. Plaintiff stated that
she had been unable to locate Barker's address despite a diligent search. Plaintiff also disputed whether service
on the Board had been perfected and sought additional time or alternative service.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed the action on October 3, 2025, alleging claims arising from conduct involving a minor at a Cabell
County Board of Education school. Plaintiff asserted that, despite a diligent search, she could not locate an
address for Defendant Emily Barker and requested additional time to serve Barker. Plaintiff also asked the court
to recognize service on the Board as sufficient or, alternatively, to allow additional time or alternative service.
After ordering supplemental information, the court granted the motion and extended the service period by 55
days from issuance of the order.
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