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SUMMARY

The Thirteenth Court of Appeals of Texas denied Fat Cat Boatworks, LLC’s petition for writ of

mandamus challenging the trial court’s joinder of claims. The court concluded that the relator had not

established an abuse of discretion or the absence of an adequate remedy by appeal.
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Fat Cat Boatworks, LL.C petitioned for a writ of mandamus
challenging the trial court's allowance of joinder of claims. The Court

of Appeals denied mandamus relief.

Mandamus requires a clear abuse of discretion and the absence of an
adequate remedy by appeal. A trial court abuses its discretion when no
evidence supports the finding underlying its ruling or when the court
could reasonably have reached only a contrary conclusion. Adequacy
of the appellate remedy is evaluated under a benefits-and-detriments

analysis.

Published memorandum opinion; the source identifies the opinion as
published, but the text does not state a separate precedential

designation.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED
1. Whether the trial court clearly abused its discretion by allowing joinder of claims.

2. Whether Fat Cat Boatworks, LL.C lacked an adequate remedy by appeal so as to warrant mandamus

relief.

HOLDINGS

1. Mandamus relief was unavailable because Fat Cat Boatworks, LL.C did not meet its burden to establish

the requirements for mandamus relief.

2. A trial court abuses its discretion when no evidence supports the finding on which its ruling rests or

when the court could reasonably have reached only a contrary conclusion.

3. The adequacy of a relator's remedy at law is evaluated through a benefits-and-detriments analysis.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A writ of mandamus is an extraordinary remedy that is available when the trial court clearly abused its

discretion and the party seeking relief lacks an adequate remedy on appeal.”

“A court abuses its discretion if no evidence supports the finding on which its ruling rests and if the court

could reasonably have reached only a contrary conclusion.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Fat Cat Boatworks, LL.C challenged a trial-court ruling allowing the joinder of claims. It argued that the ruling
constituted an abuse of discretion and that it lacked an adequate remedy by appeal. The appellate court reviewed
the petition, response, reply, record, and applicable law, and concluded that the relator had not met its burden for

mandamus relief.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The relator sought mandamus relief from an interlocutory trial-court ruling allowing joinder of claims, asserting
both an abuse of discretion and the absence of an adequate remedy by appeal. After considering the petition, the

real party in interest's response, the relator's reply, the record, and applicable law, the court denied the petition.
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