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SUMMARY

The Iowa Supreme Court reviewed extensive attorney misconduct by Dennis Bjorklund, including
false testimony, misleading advertising, failure to account for and refund client funds, neglect of client
matters, misrepresentations, and evasion of service. Applying de novo review and considering
Bjorklund’s prior disciplinary history and pervasive misconduct, the court concluded that he lacked the
character required to practice law. The court revoked his license to practice law in Iowa.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the evidence established the charged violations of Iowa's professional-responsibility rules and
related statutes.

2. Whether Bjorklund's failure to answer the complaint and respond to requests for admissions permitted
the allegations to be deemed admitted.

3. What sanction was appropriate for Bjorklund's numerous, serious, and pervasive ethical violations.

HOLDINGS

1. The Supreme Court reviews the findings of the Grievance Commission de novo.

2. When a lawyer fails to answer the disciplinary complaint or respond to requests for admissions, the
allegations in the complaint and the requests for admissions are deemed admitted.

3. Bjorklund committed the charged ethical violations, including dishonesty and misrepresentation,
improper advertising and solicitation, failure to account for and return client funds and files, neglect of
client matters, and conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice.

4. Revocation of Bjorklund's license to practice law was warranted.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A lawyer who employs dishonesty as a routine component of his normal operating procedure clearly lacks
the character required of members of the bar.” (*13)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Bjorklund had prior disciplinary sanctions and was charged with numerous instances of misconduct involving
false testimony and documents, misleading advertising, unsolicited solicitations, misrepresentations to
disciplinary authorities, neglect of client matters, failure to account for or refund client funds, failure to return
client files, and evasion of service. He failed to answer the disciplinary complaint and did not respond to
requests for admissions, resulting in the allegations being deemed admitted. The evidence also showed repeated
dishonesty, noncooperation with disciplinary investigations, and serious mishandling of multiple clients' matters
and funds.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Iowa Supreme Court Disciplinary Board filed a complaint alleging eight instances of professional
misconduct. Bjorklund failed to answer the complaint or respond to requests for admissions, so the Grievance
Commission deemed the allegations admitted and, after receiving additional evidence, found the violations
proved by a convincing preponderance of the evidence. The commission recommended revocation by a divided
vote, and the Supreme Court independently reviewed the record and revoked Bjorklund's license.
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