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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Ohio imposed an interim suspension on Jeffrey T. Lowden from the practice of
law based on a certified determination that he was in default under a child support order. The court
referred the matter for disciplinary investigation and specified conditions for reinstatement, including
resolution of the child-support default and a further court order.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The Secretary of the Board of Commissioners on Grievances and
Discipline submitted a certified determination that Jeffrey T. Lowden
was in default under a child support order. The Supreme Court of Ohio
imposed an interim suspension under Gov.Bar R. V(5)(A) and referred
the matter for investigation and disciplinary proceedings.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether a certified determination of an attorney's default under a child support order warranted an
interim suspension under Gov.Bar R. V(5)(A).

2. What conditions had to be satisfied before the respondent could be reinstated to the practice of law.

HOLDINGS



1. Upon receipt of the certified determination of Lowden's default under a child support order, the Supreme
Court of Ohio suspended him from the practice of law for an interim period pursuant to Gov.Bar R. V(5)
(A)(4).

2. Lowden could not be reinstated until the Board filed the specified documentation establishing that the
child-support default had been reversed, resolved, or was being addressed through an applicable
withholding or deduction notice or a new or modified support order, and the Supreme Court separately
ordered reinstatement.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Upon consideration thereof and pursuant to Gov.Bar R. V(5)(A)(4), it is ordered and decreed that Jeffrey T.
Lowden, a.k.a. Jeffrey Theodore Lowden, Attorney Registration No. 0071548, last known business address in
Toledo, Ohio, be, and hereby is, suspended from the practice of law for an interim period, effective as of the
date of this entry.” (1547)

“IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that respondent shall not be reinstated to the practice of law until (1) the Board
of Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline files in accordance with Gov.Bar R. V(5)(D)(1)(b) with the
Supreme Court a certified copy of a judgment entry reversing the determination of default under a child
support order, or it files in accordance with Gov.Bar R. V(5)(D)(1)(c) with the Supreme Court a notice from a
court or child support enforcement agency that respondent is no longer in default under a child support order
or is subject to a withholding or deduction notice or a new or modified child support order to collect current
support or any arrearage due under the child support order that was in default and is complying with that
notice or order, and (2) this court orders respondent reinstated to the practice of law.” (1548)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Jeffrey T. Lowden, also known as Jeffrey Theodore Lowden, was an attorney licensed to practice in Ohio. The
Board's Secretary certified to the Supreme Court of Ohio a determination that Lowden was in default under a
child support order. The court relied on that certified determination to suspend him from practicing law on an
interim basis.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On March 13, 2003, the Secretary of the Board submitted to the Supreme Court of Ohio a certified copy of a
determination of Lowden's default under a child support order. The court entered an interim suspension, referred
the matter to Disciplinary Counsel for investigation and disciplinary proceedings, and conditioned reinstatement
on specified proof that the child-support default had been reversed, resolved, or was being addressed through an
applicable withholding or deduction notice or support order.

DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS



The matter was referred to Disciplinary Counsel for investigation and commencement of disciplinary
proceedings.
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