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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Central District of California issued an order to show cause
regarding subject matter jurisdiction in an unlawful detainer action removed from Los Angeles County
Superior Court. The court noted that unlawful detainer claims arise under state law and ordered the
defendant to explain why the case should not be remanded.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Defendant removed an unlawful detainer action from Los Angeles
County Superior Court and asserted federal-question jurisdiction. The
district court issued an order to show cause why the case should not be
remanded for lack of subject matter jurisdiction.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court independently examined whether subject matter jurisdiction
existed.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unknown; district court order to show cause.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the federal district court had subject matter jurisdiction over a removed action asserting only an
unlawful detainer claim.

2. Whether the action should be remanded to Los Angeles County Superior Court for lack of subject matter
jurisdiction.

HOLDINGS

1. An unlawful detainer action asserting only a state-law claim does not establish federal-question subject
matter jurisdiction in federal court.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“[T]he complaint only asserts a claim for unlawful detainer, a cause of action that is purely a matter of state
law.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

AVEN Apartments, LLC brought an unlawful detainer action against Tara Harris in California state court. Harris
removed the action to federal court, asserting federal-question jurisdiction, but the complaint asserted only a
state-law unlawful detainer claim.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

AVEN Apartments, LLC filed an unlawful detainer action against Tara Harris in Los Angeles County Superior
Court on October 9, 2025. Harris removed the case to the Central District of California on December 18, 2025,
asserting jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1441. The district court issued an order to show cause
requiring Harris to explain by January 28, 2026, why the case should not be remanded.

DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Defendant was ordered to show cause in writing on or before January 28, 2026, why the case should not be
remanded to Los Angeles County Superior Court.
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