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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Oklahoma rules on Plaintiff Ashley D.
Adams’s motion in limine seeking to exclude health records and evidence of alleged prior drug use.
The court grants the motion as to physical and mental health evidence, and grants it in part and denies
it in part as to alleged prior drug use, allowing the evidence only insofar as it may show that Mr.
Adams had a history of methamphetamine use.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff moved in limine to exclude evidence concerning her health
records, mental and physical health, and alleged prior drug use before
trial.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Evidentiary rulings on motions in limine are subject to the district
court's sound discretion and may be changed as the case develops.
Relevance is assessed under Federal Rule of Evidence 401.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unknown; district court order.
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PRACTICE AREAS

evidence civil procedure torts



QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether evidence concerning Plaintiff Ashley Adams's physical and mental health and related health
records was relevant and admissible.

2. Whether evidence of Plaintiff's alleged prior drug use was relevant and admissible beyond the narrow
issue of whether Mr. Adams had a history of methamphetamine use.

HOLDINGS

1. Plaintiff's physical and mental health were not at issue in the case, so the challenged health records and
related evidence were excluded under Federal Rule of Evidence 401.

2. Evidence of Plaintiff's alleged prior drug use was admissible only insofar as it tended to prove that Mr.
Adams had a history of methamphetamine use; it was not relevant for broader assertions concerning the
effect of drugs on Plaintiff's memory.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“However, “the district court may change its ruling at any time for whatever reason it deems appropriate.””

“First with regard to Plaintiff, Ashley Adams mental and physical health, the court agrees that Ashley Adams’
physical and mental health are not at issue in this case, and the motion is GRANTED pursuant to Fed. R.
Evid. 401.”

“Second Plaintiff, Ashley Adams’ alleged prior drug use is admissible but only relevant insofar as it tends to
prove that Mr. Adams had a history of methamphetamine use.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The case involves a wrongful death action in which Plaintiff sought to exclude references to her medical and
mental health records and alleged prior drug use. The court determined that Plaintiff Ashley Adams's physical
and mental health were not at issue. It also determined that the alleged prior drug use was relevant only to the
narrow issue of whether Mr. Adams had a history of methamphetamine use, not to alleged effects on Plaintiff's
memory absent supporting evidence of prior memory problems or contemporary drug use.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Oklahoma considered Plaintiff Ashley D. Adams's
motion in limine in a wrongful death action. The court granted the motion as to evidence concerning Adams's
physical and mental health, and granted it in part and denied it in part as to alleged prior drug use.
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