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SUMMARY

The Louisiana Supreme Court held that it lacked appellate jurisdiction because the district court's

judgment denied a petition for mandamus without expressly declaring La. R.S. 32:57(G)

unconstitutional; the declaration appeared only in the written reasons for judgment. The court

transferred the case to the Louisiana Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal, while dissenting justices would

have exercised the court's supervisory jurisdiction to decide the constitutional and mandamus issues.
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The Greater New Orleans Expressway Commission directly appealed
a district court judgment denying its petition for writ of mandamus.
The Commission asserted direct appellate jurisdiction under La. Const.
art. V, § 5(D) because the district court's written reasons declared La.
R.S. 32:57(G) unconstitutional.

De novo review of appellate jurisdiction based on the language of the

judgment and the governing constitutional jurisdictional provision.

Published Louisiana Supreme Court opinion; majority jurisdictional

holding is precedential.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Louisiana Supreme Court had direct appellate jurisdiction under La. Const. art. V, § 5(D)
when the district court's written reasons, but not its judgment, declared La. R.S. 32:57(G)
unconstitutional.

HOLDINGS

1. The Louisiana Supreme Court lacked direct appellate jurisdiction under La. Const. art. V, § 5(D) because
the district court's judgment did not declare La. R.S. 32:57(G) unconstitutional; only the written reasons

expressed that conclusion.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A judgment and reasons for judgment are two separate and distinct documents.” (860 So. 2d at 24)

“Appeals are taken from the judgment, not the written reasons for judgment.” (860 So. 2d at 24)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Greater New Orleans Expressway Commission polices and maintains the Huey P. Long Bridge and Lake
Pontchartrain Causeway Bridge. Louisiana law imposed an additional five-dollar cost on persons convicted of or
pleading guilty or nolo contendere to certain motor-vehicle offenses occurring on or near those bridges, with the
proceeds designated for Commission police salaries and equipment. Judges Rebecca Olivier and George

Giacobbe declined to collect the cost because they believed the statute was unconstitutional.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Commission sought mandamus directing First Parish Court judges to collect an additional five-dollar cost
imposed by La. R.S. 32:57(G). The district court denied mandamus and stated in written reasons that the statute
was unconstitutional, but the judgment itself did not declare the statute unconstitutional. The Louisiana Supreme

Court held that it lacked direct appellate jurisdiction and transferred the case to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal.

DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The case was transferred to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeal for further proceedings.
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