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SUMMARY

The Eleventh Court of Appeals of Texas affirmed a trial court judgment declaring that the successors
to George H. and Frances E. Mulkey owned an undivided one-half interest in the entire mineral estate
reserved under a 1924 deed. Relying on its contemporaneous opinion in a related appeal, the court
overruled the White successors’ two issues.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the trial court erred by declaring that the Mulkey successors hold title to an undivided one-half
of the entire mineral estate.



2. Whether the two issues raised by the White successors required reversal of the trial court’s judgment.

HOLDINGS

1. The court overruled the White successors’ challenge and upheld the declaration that the Mulkey
successors hold title to an undivided one-half of the entire mineral estate.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Although the identities of some of the parties in this matter are different, the issues that are presented in Van
Dyke III are identical to the contested issues and judgment in this matter in all other material respects.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In a 1924 deed, George H. Mulkey and Frances E. Mulkey conveyed property to G.R. White and G.W. Tom
while reserving to themselves “one-half of one-eighth” of the “minerals and mineral rights” in the property. The
parties are successors to the original grantees and reserving parties. The dispute concerns whether the Mulkey
successors hold title to an undivided one-half of the entire mineral estate.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The 118th District Court of Martin County rendered judgment declaring that the successors to George H.
Mulkey and Frances E. Mulkey owned an undivided one-half of the entire mineral estate reserved in a 1924
deed. The successors to G.R. White and G.W. Tom appealed, asserting two issues challenging that declaration.
The court of appeals relied on its contemporaneous decision in Van Dyke III and affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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