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SUMMARY

The Indiana Supreme Court granted expedited transfer in an involuntary civil commitment appeal
involving A.D. and Community Fairbanks Behavioral Health. The court disapproved language
suggesting that a commitment order must be affirmed whenever a reasonable person could have
reached the trial court’s conclusion, but summarily affirmed the Court of Appeals’ decision because
sufficient evidence supported the commitment.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE A.D. petitioned for expedited transfer after the Indiana Court of
Appeals affirmed an involuntary civil-commitment order. The Indiana
Supreme Court granted transfer and summarily affirmed the Court of
Appeals opinion except for specified language, which it vacated.

STANDARD OF REVIEW An appellate court affirms a civil commitment when, considering only
the probative evidence and reasonable inferences supporting it,
without reweighing evidence or assessing witness credibility, a
reasonable factfinder could find the required elements proven by clear
and convincing evidence.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Published and precedential Indiana Supreme Court opinion
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. What is the proper appellate standard of review for an involuntary civil commitment?

2. Whether Community Fairbanks Behavioral Health proved by clear and convincing evidence that A.D.
had a mental illness as required by Indiana Code section 12-26-2-5(e).

HOLDINGS

1. Appellate courts must review the probative evidence and reasonable supporting inferences without
weighing evidence or assessing witness credibility, and must affirm if a reasonable factfinder could find
the necessary commitment elements proven by clear and convincing evidence. The alternative
formulation that an order must be affirmed whenever it represents a conclusion a reasonable person
could have drawn is improper because it dilutes the clear-and-convincing burden.

2. Sufficient evidence supported A.D.'s temporary civil commitment despite the Court of Appeals'
misstated standard of review.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Appellate courts will affirm a civil commitment “if, ‘considering only the probative evidence and the
reasonable inferences supporting it, without weighing evidence or assessing witness credibility, a reasonable
trier of fact could find [the necessary elements] proven by clear and convincing evidence.’”” (2)

“We expressly disapproved of this language in Commitment of T.K., 27 N.E.3d at 274, as it dilutes the
petitioner’s “clear-and-convincing” burden of proof in the trial court.” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Following an evidentiary hearing, the Marion County Probate Court found that A.D. had a mental illness—
schizoaffective disorder, bipolar type—and was gravely disabled. The court ordered A.D. committed to
Community Fairbanks Behavioral Health for no more than ninety days. The Indiana Supreme Court concluded
that sufficient evidence supported the temporary commitment.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

After an evidentiary hearing, the Marion County Probate Court found that A.D. had schizoaffective disorder,
bipolar type, and was gravely disabled, and ordered her committed to Community Fairbanks Behavioral Health
for no more than ninety days. The Court of Appeals affirmed in a published opinion. On expedited transfer, the
Indiana Supreme Court agreed that the Court of Appeals misstated the appellate standard of review but held that
the evidence was nevertheless sufficient to support the temporary commitment.
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