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SUMMARY

The Louisiana Second Circuit Court of Appeal affirmed Eric D. Green’s conviction for second degree
murder and his life sentence with parole eligibility based on his age at the time of the offense. The
court rejected challenges to the sufficiency of the evidence, cross-examination regarding a witness’s
potential benefits from the State, and the constitutionality and propriety of the sentence. The court also
found harmless the trial court’s failure to observe the statutory sentencing delay.
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DISPOSITION affirmed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Green appealed his conviction for second degree murder and life
sentence, arguing insufficient evidence, violation of his Sixth
Amendment confrontation rights, and excessive sentencing.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Sufficiency of the evidence is reviewed under Jackson v. Virginia:
whether, viewing the evidence in the light most favorable to the
prosecution, any rational trier of fact could have found every essential
element beyond a reasonable doubt. Sentencing is reviewed for
constitutional excessiveness and for abuse of the district court's
sentencing discretion. Because Green did not preserve a specific
objection to the alleged failure to comply with La. C. Cr. P. art. 894.1,
that issue was barred under La. C. Cr. P. art. 881.1.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the evidence was sufficient to support Green's conviction for second degree murder.

2. Whether the trial court violated Green's Sixth Amendment right of confrontation by limiting his cross-
examination of McDaniel regarding benefits or leverage allegedly provided by the State.

3. Whether Green's mandatory life sentence was excessive because the trial court did not order a
presentence investigation or adequately articulate the La. C. Cr. P. art. 894.1 factors.

4. Whether the mandatory life sentence was constitutionally excessive.

5. Whether sentencing on the same date that Green's motion for new trial was denied violated the
sentencing delay required by La. C. Cr. P. art. 873.

HOLDINGS

1. The evidence was sufficient for a rational juror, viewing it in the light most favorable to the prosecution,
to find beyond a reasonable doubt that Green committed second degree murder.

2. The trial court did not violate Green's Sixth Amendment confrontation right because Green had an
adequate opportunity to cross-examine McDaniel about possible benefits, plea offers, or incentives
supplied by the State.

3. Green could not obtain appellate relief based on the alleged failure to articulate sentencing factors
because he did not raise that specific ground in his motion to reconsider sentence, and the sentence was
mandatory.

4. Green's mandatory life sentence, with parole eligibility based on his age, was not constitutionally
excessive.

5. Although the trial court sentenced Green on the same date it denied his motion for new trial, the
sentencing-delay violation was harmless because Green did not object and suffered no prejudice from
the mandatory life sentence.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The standard of appellate review for a sufficiency of the evidence claim is whether, after viewing the
evidence in the light most favorable to the prosecution, any rational trier of fact could have found the
essential elements of the crime beyond a reasonable doubt.” (7)

“Constitutional review turns upon whether the sentence is illegal, grossly disproportionate to the severity of
the offense, or shocking to the sense of justice.” (12)

“A sentence violates La. Const. art. I, § 20, if it is grossly out of proportion to the seriousness of the offense or
nothing more than a purposeless and needless infliction of pain and suffering.” (13)



FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Seventeen-year-old D'Anthony Walker was lured toward a stolen Kia by gang-related signals and music before
Green and two other assailants exited the vehicle and shot him nineteen times. Surveillance footage showed the
Kia following Walker from his high school, and witness testimony identified Green as the first shooter. Cell-site
data placed Green near the shooting, and a codefendant's prior sworn testimony identified Green as having fired
first. The jury convicted Green of second degree murder, and he received the mandatory life sentence with parole
eligibility applicable because of his age.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A jury unanimously convicted Green of second degree murder after a five-day trial. The trial court denied his
motion for new trial and motion for post-verdict judgment of acquittal, then sentenced him to life imprisonment
at hard labor without suspension or probation but with parole eligibility because he was under eighteen when the
offense occurred. The Louisiana Court of Appeal, Second Circuit, affirmed the conviction and sentence.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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