UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
LOUISIANA, MONROE DIVISION

Alvin John Langsford, III v. Judge Jerry Edwards, Jr., Morehouse

Parish Jail, et al.

Civil Action No. 25-1105 (W.D. La. Dec. 1, 2025) (report and recommendation) - No. Civil Action No. 25-1105

- Decided December 1, 2025

SUMMARY

This Report and Recommendation addresses a pro se prisoner’s 42 U.S.C. § 1983 claims arising from

alleged excessive force, failure to protect, denial or delay of medical care, unsafe confinement,

retaliation, and related conditions at Morehouse Parish Jail. The magistrate judge recommends

retaining claims against Lieutenant Don Taylor and Warden Trevor Wilhite concerning excessive

force, failure to protect, and certain medical-care allegations, while dismissing other claims and

requests for criminal prosecution or employment discipline.
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A prisoner proceeding pro se and in forma pauperis brought an action
under 42 U.S.C. § 1983. The magistrate judge conducted preliminary
screening under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1915A and 1915(e)(2) and issued a
report and recommendation proposing to retain several excessive-
force, failure-to-protect, and medical-care claims while dismissing the

remaining claims with prejudice.

Under 28 U.S.C. §8 1915A(b) and 1915(e)(2), the court may dismiss a
prisoner or in forma pauperis complaint sua sponte if it is frivolous,
malicious, fails to state a claim, or seeks monetary relief from an

immune defendant. The court accepts well-pleaded factual allegations



as true, construes a pro se complaint liberally, and determines whether
the allegations state a facially plausible claim under Federal Rule of
Civil Procedure 8 and the Twombly/Igbal standard.
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UESTIONS PRESENTED

. Whether Langsford plausibly stated an Eighth Amendment excessive-force claim against Lieutenant

Taylor.

. Whether Langsford plausibly stated an Eighth Amendment failure-to-protect claim against Warden

Wilhite concerning Taylor's use of the mace-ball rifle.

. Whether Langsford plausibly stated deliberate-indifference claims against Taylor and Wilhite for failure

to provide mace decontamination and wound care.

. Whether Langsford plausibly stated a deliberate-indifference claim against Taylor for delaying follow-up
wound care after Langsford's hospital visit.

. Whether the allegation that Morehouse Parish Jail lacked on-site medical staff during the night shift

stated a constitutional claim.

. Whether vague, group-pleading allegations against defendants, supervisory-liability allegations, and

claims concerning unidentified actors stated claims under § 1983.

. Whether Langsford could obtain monetary compensation for mental or emotional injuries under 42
U.S.C. § 1997e(e) without a related physical injury.

. Whether the court could order criminal prosecution, firing, or demotion of the defendants.

. Whether Morehouse Parish Jail was an entity capable of being sued under Louisiana law.

OLDINGS

. Langsford plausibly stated an Eighth Amendment excessive-force claim against Lieutenant Taylor
because the alleged choking, attempted leg break, and shooting with a mace-ball rifle caused more-than-
de-minimis injuries and, as pleaded, were not applied in a good-faith effort to maintain or restore

discipline.

. Langsford plausibly stated an Eighth Amendment failure-to-protect claim against Warden Wilhite.



3. Langsford plausibly stated deliberate-indifference claims against Taylor and Wilhite for failing to

provide or arrange mace decontamination and wound care after the shooting.

4. Langsford plausibly stated a deliberate-indifference claim against Taylor for disregarding requests for

follow-up wound care after Langsford returned from the hospital.

5. The allegation that Morehouse Parish Jail lacked on-site medical staff during the night shift did not,

standing alone, state a plausible constitutional violation.

6. Langsford was not entitled to an order directing criminal prosecution or the firing or demotion of

defendants.
7. Morehouse Parish Jail was not a juridical person capable of being sued under Louisiana law.

8. Langsford's claims against Sheriff Tubbs and, except for the specifically retained claim, Warden Wilhite
failed because they were based on supervisory status and vicarious liability rather than personal

involvement or a causally connected unconstitutional policy.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“IT IS RECOMMENDED that—excepting Plaintiff Alvin John Langsford, III’s claims of excessive force
against Lieutenant Taylor, claim that Warden Wilhite failed to protect him from Taylor shooting him with a
mace rifle, claims that Taylor and Wilhite failed to provide decontamination measures and wound care after
Taylor shot Plaintiff with mace, and claim that Taylor failed to provide wound care dfter Plaintiff returned
from the hospital—Plaintiff’s claims, as well as his requests to fire, demote, and criminally charge
Defendants, be DISMISSED WITH PREJUDICE as legally frivolous and for failing to state claims on which

relief may be granted.” (Recommendation)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Langsford alleged that Lieutenant Don Taylor choked him, attempted to bend his leg unnaturally, and later shot
him four times with a mace-ball rifle while he was naked, compliant, and facing a wall. He alleged that Warden
Trevor Wilhite allowed the shooting and that Taylor and Wilhite left him for hours without decontamination,
wound care, clothing, or a clean cell. Langsford further alleged that Taylor disregarded requests for follow-up
wound care after a hospital visit, resulting in an infection. He also asserted various claims concerning housing
conditions, failure to protect from other inmates, retaliation, access to religious materials and counsel,

grievances, supervisory liability, and requests to criminally charge or discipline defendants.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Langsford filed the action in approximately August 2025 while incarcerated at St. Tammany Parish Jail. The
matter was referred to the magistrate judge under 28 U.S.C. § 636 for screening and a report and
recommendation. The recommendation proposed dismissal with prejudice of claims and requested relief that
were legally frivolous or failed to state a claim, while allowing specified claims against Lieutenant Taylor and
Warden Wilhite to proceed.
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