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SUMMARY

The Seventh Court of Appeals of Texas dismissed Rickye Bernard Henderson, Sr.'s petition for a writ
of mandamus for want of jurisdiction. The court concluded that it lacked authority to issue mandamus
against the judge of the 353rd District Court of Travis County because Travis County is outside the
Seventh Court of Appeals District, and Henderson did not show that the writ was necessary to enforce
the court's jurisdiction.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the Seventh Court of Appeals had authority to issue mandamus against the judge of the 353rd
District Court of Travis County.

2. Whether Henderson demonstrated that issuance of mandamus was necessary to enforce the Seventh
Court of Appeals' jurisdiction.

HOLDINGS

1. The Seventh Court of Appeals lacked authority to issue mandamus against the judge of the 353rd
District Court because Travis County is outside the court's geographic district, unless the writ was
necessary to enforce the court's jurisdiction.

2. Henderson did not demonstrate that the Seventh Court of Appeals' jurisdiction was implicated; therefore,
the court could not issue the requested writ and dismissed the petition for want of jurisdiction.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“As we are without authority to issue a mandamus against the respondent, we dismiss the petition for want of
jurisdiction.” (1)

“Henderson has not demonstrated that our jurisdiction is implicated here.” (1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Henderson sought mandamus relief concerning orders and judgments issued by the judge of the 353rd District
Court of Travis County. Travis County is located within the Third Court of Appeals District, not the Seventh
Court of Appeals District.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Henderson filed documents in the Seventh Court of Appeals seeking mandamus relief against the judge of the
353rd District Court of Travis County. The court dismissed the petition for want of jurisdiction because Travis
County is outside the geographic district of the Seventh Court of Appeals and Henderson did not show that a
writ was necessary to enforce that court's jurisdiction.
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