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SUMMARY

The Ohio Fourth District Court of Appeals reviews a judgment awarding Scioto County Children

Services permanent custody of two children adjudicated neglected or dependent. The biological

mother challenged the finding that permanent custody was in the children's best interests, while the

record addressed the parents' substance-abuse treatment, housing, visitation, paternity, foster

placement, and the children's bonds and wishes. The opinion applies the clear-and-convincing-

evidence and manifest-weight standards under Ohio's permanent-custody statutes.
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Biological mother appealed a juvenile court judgment granting Scioto
County Children Services permanent custody of her two children and

terminating the parents' parental rights.

A permanent-custody judgment is reviewed under the manifest-
weight-of-the-evidence standard. The reviewing court considers the
evidence, reasonable inferences, and witness credibility, and asks
whether the juvenile court clearly lost its way and created a manifest
miscarriage of justice. The reviewing court must determine whether
competent and credible evidence supported the juvenile court's

findings by clear and convincing evidence.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the juvenile court's determination that permanent custody with Scioto County Children

Services served the children's best interests was supported by clear and convincing evidence.

2. Whether the juvenile court's permanent-custody judgment was against the manifest weight of the

evidence.

HOLDINGS

1. A reviewing court will not disturb a permanent-custody decision unless it is against the manifest weight
of the evidence; the court must determine whether the juvenile court's findings were supported by clear

and convincing evidence.

2. When an agency seeks permanent custody after obtaining temporary custody, the court applies R.C.
2151.414, which permits permanent custody when clear and convincing evidence establishes that
permanent custody serves the child's best interest and the child has been in agency temporary custody

for twelve or more months of a consecutive twenty-two-month period.

3. The juvenile court's finding that permanent custody with Scioto County Children Services served the
children's best interests was supported by clear and convincing evidence and was not against the

manifest weight of the evidence.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A legally secure permanent placement is more than a house with four walls. Rather, it generally
encompasses a stable environment where a child will live in safety with one or more dependable adults who
will provide for the child’s needs.” (2026-Ohio-1221,  68)

“Substantial compliance with a case plan is not necessarily dispositive on the issue of reunification and does

not preclude a grant of permanent custody to a children's services agency.” (2026-Ohio-1221, § 70)

“Accordingly, based upon the foregoing reasons, we overrule appellant’s sole assignment of error and affirm
the trial court’s judgment.” (2026-Ohio-1221, § 76)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In October 2021, the agency received a referral after the mother was arrested for shoplifting and admitted recent
methamphetamine use; the putative father of one child also tested positive for multiple controlled substances.
The children were removed and adjudicated neglected or dependent, and they remained in the agency's
temporary custody for more than two years. The mother made some efforts toward substance-abuse treatment
and consistently visited the children but relapsed, lacked independent housing, and did not maintain sobriety.



The alleged biological father delayed pursuing genetic testing and involvement in the case, while both children

developed strong bonds with their foster families and were reported to be thriving there.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The children were adjudicated neglected or dependent and placed in the agency's temporary custody in January
2022. After the children remained in temporary custody for more than twelve months of a consecutive twenty-
two-month period, the agency moved for permanent custody. Following a hearing, the juvenile court granted the
motion on July 9, 2025. The mother appealed, arguing that the best-interest determination was unsupported by

clear and convincing evidence. The Fourth District overruled the assignment of error and affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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