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Donta Jermaine West v. Sheriff Eddie Hawkins, et al.
West · No. 1:25CV11-DAS · Decided May 28, 2026

SUMMARY

The court denied plaintiff Donta Jermaine West’s motion to hold the defendants in contempt for
allegedly falsifying information in police reports. The court explained that disputes regarding police
statements and defendants’ contentions are ordinarily resolved by the factfinder, including a jury in a
criminal case.
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1. Whether the court should hold defendants in contempt based on alleged false statements in police reports
that plaintiff claimed had been used as evidence against him.

HOLDINGS

1. The court denied plaintiff's motion to hold defendants in contempt because disputes over the truthfulness
of police statements and the parties' competing contentions are ordinarily matters for the factfinder, not
grounds for contempt on the showing presented.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“However, it is commonplace for statements of police and contentions of defendants to differ, and such
disputes are settled by the factfinder in the ordinary course of proceedings.”

“It is the province of the jury to determine the facts in a criminal case – and apply to those facts to the law
given by the court through jury instructions.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

West alleged that statements in police reports were false and had been used against him to detain him. He
characterized the allegedly false statements as falsified evidence and sought a contempt order against the
defendants. The court treated the allegations as factual disputes ordinarily resolved by the factfinder rather than
as grounds for contempt.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The plaintiff filed a motion for contempt under docket entry 57, asserting that statements in police reports were
untruthful and had been used to detain him. The district court denied the motion, explaining that disputes
between police statements and a defendant's contentions are ordinarily resolved by the factfinder.
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