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SUMMARY

The Nebraska Supreme Court held that the Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust qualified
as a charitable organization under Neb. Rev. Stat. § 77-202(1)(d). The court concluded that the subject
properties were used exclusively for charitable purposes and were not owned or used for financial gain
or profit, reversing the Tax Equalization and Review Commission and remanding with directions to
grant the property tax exemption.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether a conservation organization may qualify as a charitable organization under Neb. Rev. Stat. §
77-202(1)(d).

2. Whether the subject properties were used exclusively for charitable purposes.

3. Whether cattle-grazing lease income meant that the properties were owned or used for financial gain or
profit.

HOLDINGS

1. A conservation organization may qualify as a charitable organization under § 77-202(1)(d) when it
operates exclusively for the mental, social, or physical benefit of the public and otherwise satisfies the
statutory exemption requirements.

2. The subject properties were used exclusively for charitable purposes because the Crane Trust's primary
or dominant use was conservation and public education, and conservation activities provided public
mental, social, and physical benefits.

3. The cattle-grazing lease did not disqualify the properties from exemption because the income was not
distributed to owners, members, officers, directors, or private individuals, and the grazing was incidental
to the primary charitable conservation use.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We conclude that the Crane Trust operated exclusively for the purpose of the mental, social, or physical
benefit of the public.” (976)

“Because the Legislature views the conservation of endangered species as a policy of the state, and
conservation groups like the Crane Trust relieve the state of that burden, we conclude that the Legislature
intended for those groups, provided they otherwise meet “charitable organization” criteria, to be considered
“charitable organizations” under § 77-202(1)(d).” (977)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Crane Trust is a nonprofit corporation that conserves and protects natural habitat for whooping cranes,
sandhill cranes, and other migratory birds along Nebraska's Platte River. It sought a property tax exemption for
six parcels totaling 829.68 acres, presenting largely undisputed evidence of public tours, trails, educational
programs, scientific research, and habitat conservation. A portion of the property was leased for cattle grazing
for $9,300, but the income was not distributed to private persons and the cost of managing the properties
exceeded the lease income.



PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Hall County Board of Equalization denied the Crane Trust's application for a charitable property tax
exemption for six parcels for tax year 2015. The Nebraska Tax Equalization and Review Commission affirmed,
concluding that the statutory term charitable organization did not include conservation organizations. The
Nebraska Supreme Court reversed and remanded with directions to enter an order granting the exemption.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Remand to the Nebraska Tax Equalization and Review Commission to enter an order providing that the subject
properties are entitled to a property tax exemption under Neb. Rev. Stat. § 77-202(1)(d) for the 2015 tax year.
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