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SUMMARY

The Montana Supreme Court affirmed Michael Earl Moore’s conviction for a second DUI offense.

The Court held that the evidence was sufficient for a rational trier of fact to find that Moore was under

the influence while in actual physical control of his vehicle, despite the absence of evidence that the

ignition key was in his possession. The opinion was issued as a noncitable memorandum decision.
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Moore appealed his DUI conviction and sentence from the Twenty-
First Judicial District Court to the Montana Supreme Court,
challenging the sufficiency of the evidence supporting a finding that
he was in actual physical control of his vehicle while under the
influence of alcohol.

The court reviews sufficiency of the evidence by viewing the evidence
in the light most favorable to the prosecution and asking whether any
rational trier of fact could have found the essential elements of the

crime beyond a reasonable doubt.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether sufficient evidence supported the finding beyond a reasonable doubt that Moore was in actual
physical control of his vehicle while under the influence of alcohol, despite the absence of evidence that
the ignition key was in his possession or in the ignition.

HOLDINGS
1. The evidence was sufficient for a rational trier of fact to find beyond a reasonable doubt that Moore was
under the influence of alcohol and was in actual physical control of the vehicle.
KEY QUOTATIONS
“The direct and circumstantial evidence of intoxication at the time of the arrest is reasonable and sufficient

evidence to support a conviction of DUL” (9 8)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

A Ravalli County deputy found Moore asleep or passed out in his truck on the side of a road in a remote
location. Moore admitted that he had driven there, said he had consumed several beers, and displayed signs of
intoxication, including the odor of alcohol, bloodshot and watery eyes, slurred speech, confusion, and poor
performance on field sobriety tests. The officer did not search the vehicle or Moore to determine where the

ignition keys were located.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Moore was convicted in Ravalli County Justice Court of a second DUI offense after officers found him asleep or
unconscious in his truck. He appealed to the Twenty-First Judicial District Court, which conducted a bench trial,
convicted him, and imposed a partially suspended sentence, fine, fees, and conditions. The Montana Supreme

Court affirmed after reviewing the sufficiency of the evidence.
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