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SUMMARY

In an unpublished per curiam opinion, the Fifth Circuit granted the government’s motion to dismiss
Rodney Renchie’s appeal based on a valid appeal waiver in his plea agreement. Renchie had pleaded
guilty to conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute 500 grams or more of methamphetamine and
was sentenced to 240 months, but his challenge to the district court’s application of the imported-
methamphetamine enhancement under U.S.S.G. § 2D1.1(b)(5) fell within the waiver’s broad
language. Because the waiver was knowing and voluntary and Renchie did not address it or respond to
the government’s motion, the court dismissed the appeal and cautioned defense counsel against
pursuing frivolous appeals that waste judicial resources.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the appeal waiver in the plea agreement precludes Renchie's appeal of his sentence.

HOLDINGS

1. The appeal waiver is valid and enforceable, and the appeal is dismissed.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because the plain language of the waiver applies to his sentencing claim, the motion to dismiss is
GRANTED, and the Government’s alternative motion for summary affirmance is DENIED.” (2)

“Counsel for Renchie is CAUTIONED that pursuing an appeal contrary to a valid waiver and without
responding to the Government’s invocation of the waiver is a needless waste of judicial resources that could
result in sanctions.” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Renchie pleaded guilty to conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute 500 grams or more of
methamphetamine. He was sentenced to 240 months of imprisonment and five years of supervised release.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Renchie pleaded guilty to conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine and was sentenced to
240 months. He appealed. The government moved to dismiss the appeal based on an appeal waiver in the plea
agreement.
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