UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF
FLORIDA, FORT MYERS DIVISION

Stanley B. Daniels v. Sheriff of Hendry County Jail, et al.

Case No. 2:25-cv-1089-KCD-DNF - No. 2:25-cv-1089-KCD-DNF - Decided December 10, 2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida dismissed Stanley Byron Daniels's

fourth substantially identical 42 U.S.C. § 1983 complaint concerning injuries allegedly caused by a

desk collapsing in his Hendry County Jail cell. The court held that the complaint failed to state a claim

and alternatively was barred by res judicata because Daniels's prior complaints asserting the same

claims had been dismissed on the merits. The dismissal was with prejudice as frivolous and for failure

to state a claim.
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A pro se prisoner filed a fourth substantially identical civil-rights
complaint under 42 U.S.C. § 1983. The district court screened the
complaint under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A and dismissed it with prejudice as
frivolous and for failure to state a claim, alternatively holding that res

judicata barred the action.

Screening under 28 U.S.C. § 1915A; the complaint was assessed for
whether it stated a claim on which relief could be granted and whether

it was frivolous or barred by res judicata.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the fourth substantially identical complaint stated a claim under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 or otherwise
stated a claim on which relief could be granted.

2. Whether the action was barred by res judicata because Daniels had previously litigated substantially

identical claims against the same defendants.

3. Whether the complaint should be dismissed as frivolous under the prisoner-screening statutes.

HOLDINGS

1. The complaint failed to state a claim on which relief could be granted because it repeated the pleading
deficiencies identified in Daniels I, Daniels II, and Daniels IIT and continued to assert negligence and
medical-malpractice theories without facts establishing a constitutional violation.

2. The complaint was alternatively barred by res judicata because Daniels had already filed three virtually
identical complaints against the same defendants concerning the same operative facts, and the earlier

dismissals included adjudications on the merits for res judicata purposes.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Daniels’ complaint does not state a claim on which relief may be granted. Alternatively, because Daniels has
already filed three virtually identical complaints that were dismissed on the merits, the case is barred by res
judicata and dismissed as frivolous.” (Conclusion)

“This case is DISMISSED with prejudice as frivolous, and for failing to state a claim on which relief may be
granted.” (Order)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Daniels alleged that a desk or table in his cell at the Hendry County Jail came unbolted or collapsed and injured
his back, neck, toe, shoulder, or spine. He also continued to assert negligence and medical-malpractice theories
based on alleged failures by jail officials and medical staff. The present complaint was substantially identical to
three earlier complaints involving the same incident, defendants, and operative facts, with additional handwritten

allegations concerning exhaustion.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Daniels previously filed three complaints arising from the same alleged jail-desk incident. Daniels I was
dismissed under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2), Daniels II was dismissed for failure to state a deliberate-indifference
claim and for failure to exhaust administrative remedies, and Daniels I1I was dismissed with prejudice as

unexhausted, for failure to state a claim, and as barred by res judicata. Daniels then filed this fourth complaint,



largely copying Daniels III and adding handwritten exhaustion allegations. The court dismissed the fourth

complaint with prejudice and directed the clerk to enter judgment and close the case.
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