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SUMMARY

The Illinois Supreme Court held that probation imposed on a juvenile adjudicated delinquent for a
Class X felony terminates when the juvenile reaches age 21, notwithstanding the statutory requirement
that probation for certain serious offenses last at least five years. The court concluded that the Juvenile
Court Act requires automatic termination of proceedings at age 21, except for extended jurisdiction
juvenile prosecutions. The judgment of the appellate court and the circuit court was reversed, and the
cause was remanded for closure of the proceedings, subject to enforcement of restitution as permitted
by law.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether section 5-715(1) of the Juvenile Court Act permits probation imposed for a Class X felony to
continue beyond the minor's twenty-first birthday.

2. Whether section 5-755(1) requires all juvenile proceedings to terminate automatically when a minor
reaches age 21, absent the extended-jurisdiction juvenile-prosecution exception in section 5-810.

3. Whether the juvenile court could continue overseeing restitution after probation and juvenile
proceedings terminated.

HOLDINGS

1. Under section 5-715(1), probation for a minor adjudicated guilty of first-degree murder, a Class X
felony, or a forcible felony must last at least five years or until the minor reaches age 21, at which time
the probationary proceeding terminates; the statute does not authorize probation beyond age 21.

2. Although juvenile probation and proceedings automatically terminated when Jaime P. turned 21, the
court could oversee payment of restitution within the statutory restitution period, which in this case
could extend no later than seven years from imposition of the restitution order.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“It is clear that the circuit court in juvenile proceedings maintains jurisdiction only until the minor turns 21
years of age.” (at 5-6)

“We agree with respondent that the plain intent of the Juvenile Court Act was to set the age of 21 as the
maximum for all juvenile dispositions, with the limited exception of the EJJP provided in section 5–810.” (at
9-10)

“Thus, the juvenile court simply possessed no jurisdiction under the Act to continue respondent’s probation
beyond the end of the court’s jurisdiction, i.e., the date the minor turns 21 years of age.” (at 10)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

At age 16, Jaime P. and five other youths entered an acquaintance's vacant home, took property, and set a fire
that injured a firefighter. She was adjudicated delinquent for aggravated arson, a Class X felony, and received
five years of probation, restitution, residential placement, and community-service obligations. She turned 21 on
October 3, 2003, while probation-related matters and revocation petitions remained pending, and sought
termination of probation based on the expiration of juvenile-court jurisdiction.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Jaime P. was adjudicated delinquent in the circuit court of Kane County and sentenced to five years of probation
for aggravated arson. After turning 21, she sought termination of probation and dismissal of pending revocation
petitions on the ground that juvenile-court jurisdiction had expired. The juvenile court denied relief, the appellate
court affirmed, and the Illinois Supreme Court reversed and remanded.



DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Reverse the appellate court's judgment and the circuit court's denial of Jaime P.'s petition; remand to the circuit
court for the clerk to record all proceedings under the Juvenile Court Act as finally closed and discharged under
section 5-755(3).
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