UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF

TEXAS, TYLER DIVISION

John Lamaster v. Commissioner, Social Security Administration

Lamaster - No. 6:25-cv-308-JDK-KNM - Decided March 16, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Texas adopts a magistrate judge’s Report

and Recommendation in a Social Security disability benefits appeal. The court grants the

Commissioner’s motion to reverse and remand, reverses the final administrative decision, and remands

the matter for further administrative proceedings under the fourth sentence of 42 U.S.C. § 405(g).
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Plaintiff sought judicial review of the Commissioner's final
administrative decision denying disability insurance benefits and
supplemental security income. The Commissioner moved to reverse
and remand, and the district court considered the magistrate judge's

report and recommendation after no party filed objections.

When no objections are filed to a magistrate judge's report and
recommendation, the district court reviews factual findings for clear
error or abuse of discretion and reviews legal conclusions to determine

whether they are contrary to law.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. What standard of review applies when no party objects to a magistrate judge's report and
recommendation?

2. Whether the magistrate judge's recommendation to reverse the Commissioner's final administrative

decision and remand for further administrative proceedings should be adopted.

HOLDINGS

1. When no objections are filed within the prescribed period, the district court reviews the magistrate
judge's factual findings for clear error or abuse of discretion and reviews legal conclusions to determine

whether they are contrary to law.

2. The court adopted the magistrate judge's report and recommendation, granted the Commissioner's
motion to reverse and remand, reversed the Commissioner's final administrative decision, and remanded

for further administrative proceedings under the fourth sentence of 42 U.S.C. § 405(g).

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Commissioner’s final administrative decision is REVERSED and the matter is REMANDED to the

Commissioner for further administrative proceedings pursuant to the fourth sentence of 42 U.S.C. § 405(g).”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

John Lamaster applied for disability insurance benefits and supplemental security income. The Commissioner

issued a final administrative decision denying his application, which Lamaster challenged in the district court.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The case was referred to United States Magistrate Judge K. Nicole Mitchell, who recommended granting the
Commissioner's motion to reverse and remand. Because no written objections were filed within the prescribed
period, the district court reviewed the magistrate judge's factual findings for clear error or abuse of discretion
and the legal conclusions for consistency with law, adopted the report and recommendation, reversed the

Commissioner's decision, and remanded for further administrative proceedings.
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The matter is remanded to the Commissioner for further administrative proceedings pursuant to the fourth
sentence of 42 U.S.C. § 405(g).
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