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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of California dismissed the case sua sponte
for lack of subject matter jurisdiction. The court concluded that the plaintiffs' allegations concerning
decades-long remote torture and related government conspiracies were fictitious and legally frivolous,
making amendment futile.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the complaint alleged a legally cognizable basis for federal subject matter jurisdiction.

2. Whether the court could dismiss the complaint sua sponte before service of process because its
allegations were obviously frivolous and fictitious.

HOLDINGS

1. An obviously frivolous complaint alleging fictitious claims does not confer federal subject matter
jurisdiction and may be dismissed sua sponte before service of process.

2. Dismissal without leave to amend was appropriate because amendment would be futile.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A paid complaint that is ‘obviously frivolous’ does not confer subject matter jurisdiction and may be
dismissed sua sponte before service of process.” (at 1)

“The allegations are “sufficiently fantastical to defy reality as we know it[,]” and thus the Court need not
take the allegations as true.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The complaint alleged that Rebecca Bradshaw had been subjected to decades-long remote torture beginning
when she was a minor, purportedly pursuant to an order involving George H.W. Bush and carried out by British
intelligence agency MI5. It also alleged forced touchless interrogation, unlawful copying and confiscation of
DNA, child trafficking, and various forms of technologically described torture. The court found the allegations
sufficiently fantastical and fictitious that they could not support federal subject matter jurisdiction.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Rebecca Bradshaw filed the action on May 7, 2025, asserting constitutional and federal and state criminal-law
claims against the Office of the Inspector General for MI5 and former President George H.W. Bush. The court
independently examined its jurisdiction and dismissed the case for lack of subject matter jurisdiction because the
complaint's allegations were fictitious and legally frivolous.
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