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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Georgia held that Georgia’s comprehensive statutory scheme regulating coin-
operated amusement machines preempted a City of Clarkston ordinance prohibiting packaged-alcohol
retailers from allowing such machines on their premises. The court concluded that the ordinance was
impliedly preempted under the Georgia Constitution’s Uniformity Clause and was not authorized by
general law under the Clause’s exception. The court reversed the defendant’s conviction and fine.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Georgia's comprehensive statutory scheme regulating coin-operated amusement machines and
COAM businesses impliedly preempted Clarkston Code § 3-57 under the first part of the Uniformity
Clause of the Georgia Constitution.

2. Whether the ordinance was nevertheless authorized by general law and therefore saved by the
Uniformity Clause's exception for local police powers.

HOLDINGS

1. The State's comprehensive COAM Laws impliedly preempted Clarkston Code § 3-57 insofar as the
ordinance regulated COAMs as defined by state law.

2. The ordinance was not saved from preemption because the City failed to show that a general law
authorized it to prohibit licensed COAMs at packaged-alcohol retailers.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The proper focus is on the subject and operation of the general and local laws.” (at 664)

“Thus, in enacting the comprehensive COAM Laws, the General Assembly considered their interaction with
local alcohol regulations, but the legislature did not authorize local governments to flatly prohibit alcoholic
beverage licensees from allowing COAMs on their premises or to penalize such businesses for doing so.” (at
669)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Gebrekidan operated a Clarkston convenience store selling packaged beer, malt beverages, and wine for off-
premises consumption. She also operated coin-operated amusement machines pursuant to a State of Georgia
license under the COAM Laws. Clarkston Code § 3-57 prohibited packaged-alcohol retailers from permitting
any electronic or mechanical game machine or coin-operated amusement device on their premises, and
Gebrekidan was convicted and fined after stipulating that she operated state-licensed COAMs at the store.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Clarkston cited Gebrekidan for operating coin-operated amusement machines at a convenience store that sold
packaged alcohol. The Municipal Court of Clarkston denied her motion to dismiss, found her guilty after a
stipulated bench trial, and imposed a $250 fine. The Superior Court of DeKalb County affirmed on certiorari.
The Supreme Court of Georgia granted discretionary review and reversed.

DISPOSITION

reversed
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