UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO

Community Bank & Trust—West Georgia v. Stephen M. Jefferies

Jefferies - No. Civ. No. 26-136 SCY/JMR - Decided March 16, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of New Mexico orders Defendant Stephen M.
Jefferies to file a citizenship disclosure statement under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 7.1(a)(2). The
order explains that alleging residency alone is insufficient to establish diversity jurisdiction and
requires the notice within 14 days of the order.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The court sua sponte reviewed the complaint to determine whether

diversity subject-matter jurisdiction had been adequately pleaded and
ordered Defendant to file a Rule 7.1 citizenship disclosure statement.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court independently examined whether subject-matter jurisdiction
existed because federal courts have a sua sponte duty to determine
their jurisdiction.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished district court order; precedential status is unknown.

TOPICS

subject matter jurisdiction  pleadings  civil procedure =~ commercial litigation

PRACTICE AREAS

civil procedure  commercial litigation

QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether an allegation that a defendant resides in a particular state, without an allegation or other proof

of citizenship or domicile, adequately establishes complete diversity jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §
1332(a).

2. Whether Defendant should be ordered to file a citizenship disclosure statement under Federal Rule of
Civil Procedure 7.1(a)(2).

HOLDINGS

1. An allegation that a defendant resides in a state is insufficient by itself to establish the defendant's

citizenship or domicile for purposes of diversity jurisdiction when the record contains no other proof
indicating citizenship.

2. In a diversity action, the court may order a party to file a disclosure statement identifying its citizenship
or domicile, and Defendant must file a statement complying with Rule 7.1(a)(2) within 14 days.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Plaintiff filed the action in federal court invoking diversity jurisdiction. The complaint alleged that Defendant
Stephen M. Jefferies resided in St. Lawrence County, New York, but did not allege his citizenship or domicile.

The record contained no other proof indicating Defendant's citizenship.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed a diversity action in the United States District Court for the District of New Mexico. The
complaint alleged that Defendant resided in New York but did not allege Defendant's citizenship or domicile. On
sua sponte review, the court found the allegation insufficient to establish diversity jurisdiction and ordered
Defendant to file a compliant Rule 7.1(a)(2) disclosure within 14 days.

DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Defendant shall file a citizenship disclosure statement fully complying with Federal Rule of Civil Procedure
7.1(a)(2) no later than 14 days after the date of the order. The statement must identify Defendant's citizenship or
domicile, rather than residency, as of the date the complaint was filed.
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