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SUMMARY

The New York Appellate Division, First Department dismissed as moot an appeal from an order
extending a juvenile delinquency respondent's placement with the Administration for Children's
Services. The court held that the appellant had completed the placement, was not challenging the
juvenile delinquency adjudication, and that the extension was otherwise procedurally proper and a
provident exercise of discretion.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the appeal from the placement-extension order remained justiciable after the appellant
completed the placement.

2. Whether the placement extension was procedurally defective.

3. Whether the Family Court providently exercised its discretion in granting the placement extension.

HOLDINGS

1. The appeal was moot because the appellant had completed the placement and was not challenging any
juvenile delinquency adjudication.

2. Even if the appeal were not moot, the extension of placement was not procedurally defective and
constituted a provident exercise of discretion.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because appellant has completed his placement, and because he is not challenging any juvenile delinquency
adjudication, this appeal is moot” (*1)

“In any event, the extension of placement was not procedurally defective, and it was a provident exercise of
discretion.” (*1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The appellant was a person alleged to be a juvenile delinquent who had been placed with the Administration for
Children's Services. On consent, the Family Court granted a petition extending that placement for an additional
five and one-half months. By the time of appellate review, the appellant had completed the placement and was
not challenging any underlying juvenile delinquency adjudication.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Bronx County Family Court entered an order on or about December 12, 2019, extending the appellant's
placement with the Administration for Children's Services. The appellant appealed, but completed the placement
while the appeal was pending and did not challenge any juvenile delinquency adjudication. The Appellate
Division dismissed the appeal as moot and alternatively stated that the extension was not procedurally defective
and was a provident exercise of discretion.
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