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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Arkansas affirmed Adrian Patillo's convictions for two counts of capital murder
and possession of a controlled substance. The court held that the circuit court did not abuse its
discretion by limiting Patillo's recross-examination of a witness where the proposed questioning would
have repeated inconsistencies already addressed during cross-examination. The court also found no
prejudicial error under Arkansas Supreme Court Rule 4-3(i).
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Patillo appealed his convictions and sentences to the Supreme Court of
Arkansas, arguing that the circuit court abused its discretion by
limiting recross-examination of a prosecution witness.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The scope and extent of recross-examination are reviewed for abuse of
discretion. The circuit court may impose reasonable limits on cross-
examination, and reversal requires an abuse of that discretion.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the circuit court abused its discretion by limiting Patillo's recross-examination of a witness after
the State questioned the witness on redirect about the consistency between his recorded statement and
trial testimony.

HOLDINGS

1. The circuit court did not abuse its discretion by limiting Patillo's recross-examination because the
proposed questioning merely repeated inconsistencies already explored during cross-examination and
did not seek new information.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The circuit court did not abuse its discretion in refusing to allow Patillo to rehash testimony from cross-
examination on recross.” (2015 Ark. 441)

“The scope and extent of recross-examination are within the discretion of the trial court.” (2015 Ark. 441)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

On May 26, 2012, Patillo went to Marky Dee's in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, left after becoming upset, obtained a
gun, returned, and shot Jennifer Wainwright and Marcus Thorns. Jeremy Parker witnessed the shootings and
gave a recorded statement to police before testifying at trial. During cross-examination, Patillo's counsel
identified inconsistencies between Parker's recorded statement and trial testimony concerning whether Odail ran
toward a lake or a field after the shootings; on redirect, the State questioned Parker about whether the statements
were consistent, and the circuit court limited recross-examination to avoid repetition.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A Jefferson County Circuit Court jury convicted Patillo of two counts of capital murder, and Patillo pleaded
guilty to one count of possessing a controlled substance. The circuit court imposed life imprisonment without
parole for each capital-murder conviction and twenty-five years' imprisonment for possession, with the sentences
running concurrently. The Supreme Court of Arkansas affirmed.

DISPOSITION
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