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SUMMARY

The court considers defendants Move Freight Trucking, LLC and Joshua Flores’s motions for
summary judgment in two consolidated cases arising from a September 25, 2021 interstate automobile
collision in Virginia. The court denies summary judgment on proximate cause because a jury could
find that Flores’s allegedly illegal parking contributed to the accident, but grants summary judgment
on claims for gross negligence, willful and wanton negligence, and punitive damages because Flores
exercised some degree of care.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Defendants Move Freight Trucking, LLC and Joshua Flores moved for
summary judgment in two consolidated diversity actions arising from
a motor-vehicle collision. The court denied the motion as to proximate
cause but granted it as to gross negligence, willful and wanton
negligence, and punitive damages.

STANDARD OF REVIEW Summary judgment is proper under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure
56 when there is no genuine dispute as to any material fact and the



movant is entitled to judgment as a matter of law. The court views the
evidence and draws all reasonable inferences in favor of the
nonmoving party, may not make credibility determinations or weigh
evidence, and must deny summary judgment if a reasonable jury could
return a verdict for the nonmoving party.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished district court memorandum opinion; persuasive authority
only

PARTIES Chris A. Milne, as Special Conservator of Jaime Antonio Flores
Landaverde, protected person, Catherine Slater Crawford, as Personal
Representative of the Estate of Beberlyn Vanessa Alvarez-Lopez v.
Move Freight Trucking, LLC, Joshua Flores

TOPICS
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the evidence permitted a reasonable jury to find that Flores's alleged negligence was a
proximate cause of the collision despite Lopez's intervening negligence.

2. Whether plaintiffs' gross-negligence and willful-and-wanton-negligence claims could survive summary
judgment where the undisputed facts showed that Flores exercised some degree of care.

3. Whether plaintiffs' punitive-damages claims could survive summary judgment on the same evidentiary
record.

HOLDINGS

1. Summary judgment was improper on proximate cause because the evidence, viewed in the light most
favorable to plaintiffs, permitted a reasonable jury to find that Flores's allegedly negligent parking
proximately contributed to the collision. Lopez's negligence did not constitute a superseding cause as a
matter of law.

2. Summary judgment was proper on the gross-negligence, willful-and-wanton-negligence, and punitive-
damages claims because the undisputed evidence established that Flores exercised some degree of care.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because proximate cause is an issue of fact left up to the jury, the court DENIES IN PART the motion for
summary judgment with respect to the issue of proximate cause.” (at 10)

“The issue of proximate cause in this case is an issue of fact to be decided by the jury.” (at 15)



“The court GRANTS IN PART the motion for summary judgment on this issue.” (at 19)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

On September 25, 2021, a tractor-trailer driven by Joshua Flores was parked illegally on the shoulder of an
acceleration lane leaving an Interstate 81 rest stop in Montgomery County, Virginia. Flores did not activate
hazard flashers or place warning triangles, and the trailer allegedly protruded into the acceleration lane. Shortly
before 7:30 a.m., an SUV driven by Jose Lopez, who had fallen asleep, crossed into the acceleration lane and
struck the rear of the tractor-trailer; one passenger suffered a traumatic brain injury and another was killed.
Plaintiffs alleged that both Lopez's conduct and Flores's parking decision proximately caused the collision and
that Move Freight was vicariously liable for Flores's conduct.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The two actions were filed on July 14, 2023. The cases were consolidated for liability purposes but remained
bifurcated for damages, and the second amended complaints were the operative pleadings. Flores and Move
Freight filed the present motions for summary judgment on January 21, 2026; after briefing and oral argument
on March 3, 2026, the court issued this memorandum opinion.
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