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SUMMARY

The Texas Fourteenth Court of Appeals abated Andrew Pete’s mandamus proceeding concerning a
motion to compel production of law-enforcement disciplinary records. Because the respondent judge
no longer held office, the court directed his successor to reconsider the ruling and report the action
taken by March 11, 2021.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the mandamus proceeding should be abated because the respondent trial judge left office before
the appellate court resolved the petition.



2. Whether the successor trial judge should be permitted to reconsider the challenged ruling concerning
production of law-enforcement disciplinary records.

HOLDINGS

1. When the respondent trial judge ceases to hold office while a mandamus proceeding concerning that
judge's ruling is pending, the appellate court must abate the proceeding to permit the successor judge to
reconsider the challenged ruling.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Therefore, we are required to abate this mandamus proceeding to permit respondent’s successor, the
Honorable Ana Martinez, to reconsider the decision regarding relator’s request for relief.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Pete sought production of disciplinary records concerning certain law-enforcement officers through a motion to
compel. The trial court ruling challenged in mandamus was made by Judge Randy Roll, who ceased serving as
judge of the 179th District Court on December 31, 2020.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Andrew Pete filed a petition for writ of mandamus on February 8, 2021, challenging a ruling by Judge Randy
Roll of the 179th District Court of Harris County. Because Judge Roll left office before the petition was
resolved, the court abated the proceeding to allow his successor, Judge Ana Martinez, to reconsider the ruling
and report the action taken.

DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The proceeding was abated until March 11, 2021. Judge Ana Martinez was directed to advise the court of the
action taken on Pete's request for relief, after which the court would consider a motion to reinstate or dismiss the
proceeding.
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