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SUMMARY

The First Court of Appeals of Texas dismissed SignAd, Ltd.’s appeal for lack of jurisdiction. The trial
court’s grant of a new trial eliminated the final judgment underlying the appeal, and SignAd agreed

that the appeal should be dismissed. All pending motions were dismissed as moot.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE SignAd appealed an order dismissing its counterclaims. While the

appeal was pending, the trial court granted a new trial on the issue of
attorney fees, and SignAd agreed that the judgment was no longer

final and that the appeal should be dismissed for lack of jurisdiction.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court of appeals retained jurisdiction after the trial court granted a new trial while the

appeal was pending.

2. Whether the appeal should be dismissed for lack of jurisdiction because the new-trial order eliminated

the final judgment.

HOLDINGS

1. When the trial court grants a new trial, the prior judgment is no longer final, the appeal becomes moot,

and the court of appeals loses jurisdiction over the appeal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“[W]hen the trial court grants a motion for new trial, the court essentially wipes the slate clean and starts

over.”

“When a motion for new trial is granted, the appeal becomes moot, and we lose jurisdiction over the appeal

because there is no longer a final judgment.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The trial court entered an order dismissing SignAd's counterclaims and treating the order as a final judgment.
While the appeal was pending, the trial court granted a new trial on the issue of attorney fees. Because the new-

trial order vacated the finality of the prior judgment, no final judgment remained for appellate review.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The trial court signed an August 10, 2025 order dismissing SignAd's counterclaims and resolving all issues
between the parties. After SignAd filed its notice of appeal, the trial court granted appellees' motion for new trial
on October 14, 2025. The court of appeals ordered SignAd to establish appellate jurisdiction; SignAd responded
that the judgment was not final because a new trial had been granted. The court dismissed the appeal and

dismissed all pending motions as moot.
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