UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
OHIO

Monica Betts v. Copeland (formerly Emerson)

Betts - No. 3:25-cv-00122 - Decided November 26, 2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio directs the case to proceed after
Plaintiff paid the required filing costs. The Court instructs Plaintiff, who is not proceeding in forma
pauperis, to serve Defendant or obtain a waiver of service within the 90-day period under Federal Rule

of Civil Procedure 4(m), and reminds her to keep the Court informed of address changes.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE After Plaintiff paid the filing costs required to proceed, the court

ordered the Clerk to file her complaint separately and directed her to

serve Defendant or obtain a waiver of service.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished district court order
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED
1. Whether the case should proceed after Plaintiff paid the required filing costs.

2. Whether the United States Marshals Service was required to serve Defendant when Plaintiff was not

proceeding in forma pauperis.



3. What responsibility and deadline applied to Plaintiff for serving Defendant or obtaining a waiver of

service.

HOLDINGS

1. Because Plaintiff paid the filing costs required by the court, the case shall proceed and the Clerk shall

file the complaint separately on the docket.

2. The court was not required to order the United States Marshals Service to serve Defendant because
Plaintiff was not proceeding in forma pauperis; Plaintiff was responsible for accomplishing service or

obtaining a waiver.

3. Plaintiff was required to serve Defendant or obtain a waiver within the 90-day period imposed by

Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(m), which the court expected to expire on or before February 19,
2026.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Court is not required to order the United States Marshals Service to serve the defendant[] in this action

because plaintiff is not proceeding in forma pauperis.”

“If a defendant is not served within 90 days after the complaint is filed, the court--on motion or on its own
dafter notice to the plaintiff--must dismiss the action without prejudice against that defendant or order that

service be made within a specified time.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Monica Betts paid the filing costs required by the court to proceed with her action against Copeland, formerly
Emerson. The Clerk had issued a summons, and Plaintiff had submitted a United States Marshals Service form,
apparently anticipating that a marshal would serve Defendant. Because Plaintiff was not proceeding in forma

pauperis, the court placed responsibility for service or obtaining a waiver on Plaintiff.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff initiated the federal civil action and was ordered to pay filing costs. After she paid those costs, the court
determined that the case could proceed, directed separate filing of the complaint, and addressed the next

procedural step of service of process.
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