UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF
MISSOURI, EASTERN DIVISION

Newton Rapplean, et al. v. Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company

No. 4:26-cv-00650-MTS, United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, Eastern Division
(May 1, 2026)

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri reviewed a notice of removal filed
by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and found that it failed to establish complete diversity of
citizenship as of the time the state-court action was commenced. The court ordered Defendant to file
an amended notice of removal establishing subject-matter jurisdiction and to attach official copies of

the state-court petition and its attachment, warning that failure to do so would result in remand.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The federal district court reviewed the defendant's notice of removal

and determined that it failed to establish subject matter jurisdiction
based on diversity of citizenship and failed to provide official copies

of required state-court documents.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court independently reviewed the record to determine whether
subject matter jurisdiction existed.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE unpublished district court memorandum and order
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the notice of removal adequately established complete diversity of citizenship at both the

commencement of the state-court action and the time of removal.

2. Whether the removing defendant complied with 28 U.S.C. § 1446(a) by attaching the required official

copies of the state-court process, pleadings, and orders.

HOLDINGS

1. A removing defendant must establish that the parties were diverse both when the plaintiff commenced
the action in state court and when the defendant filed the notice of removal; because Nationwide alleged
neither the parties' citizenship at commencement nor the required diversity at that time, the notice of
removal was jurisdictionally deficient.

2. If Nationwide can establish subject matter jurisdiction, it must file an amended notice of removal
addressing the jurisdictional defect and attach an official copy of the plaintiff's petition and its
attachment; failure to establish jurisdiction will result in remand.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Defendant was required to establish that the parties were diverse “both when the plaintiff initiate[d] the

action in state court and when the defendant file[d] the notice of removal in federal court.””

“If at any time before final judgment it appears that the district court lacks subject matter jurisdiction, the

case shall be remanded.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Nationwide removed the plaintiffs' state-court action to federal court on diversity grounds. Its notice of removal
did not allege the parties' citizenship at the time the action was filed in state court, and several documents

attached to the notice bore a watermark stating that they were not official court documents.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company removed the action from state court to the Eastern District of Missouri.
On review of the removal file, the court found that the notice did not allege the parties' citizenship when the
action was commenced in state court and that some attached state-court documents were marked as unofficial.
The court ordered Nationwide to file an amended notice of removal and attach official copies of the plaintiff's

petition and its attachment by May 8, 2026, warning that failure to establish jurisdiction would result in remand.
DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS



Nationwide must file an amended notice of removal by May 8, 2026, establishing subject matter jurisdiction and

attaching an official copy of the plaintiff's petition and the attachment thereto. If Nationwide fails to establish
jurisdiction, the case will be remanded.
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