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SUMMARY

The Arkansas Supreme Court affirmed the denial of several school districts’ motion to intervene as a
matter of right in litigation brought by Deer/Mt. Judea School District challenging Arkansas school-
funding practices. The court held that the motion was untimely after a more-than-three-year delay and
therefore did not address the other intervention requirements.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the circuit court abused its discretion by finding that the school districts' motion to intervene as

a matter of right was untimely.

HOLDINGS

1. The circuit court did not abuse its discretion in denying the school districts' motion to intervene as a
matter of right because the motion was filed after an unexplained delay of more than three years and was

therefore untimely.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A threshold question in determining whether intervention shall be allowed under either Rule 24(a) is

whether application was made in a timely manner.” (at 6)

“Given the facts and circumstances of this case, we cannot say that the circuit court abused its discretion in

denying the motion for intervention as untimely.” (at 8)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Deer/Mt. Judea brought an individual action challenging state school-funding practices and seeking declaratory
and injunctive relief concerning funding for small, remote schools. The action had been pending for more than
three years, during which claims were dismissed, summary judgment was entered on another claim, and an
appeal was taken. The Fort Smith-area districts, which operated larger schools, moved to intervene after the
Supreme Court's prior decision in the case, asserting that their interests in any changes to the school-funding

system might otherwise be impaired.
PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Deer/Mt. Judea sued state defendants over alleged inequities in Arkansas's school-funding system. After the
circuit court dismissed some adequacy claims and granted summary judgment on a special-legislation claim, the
Arkansas Supreme Court reversed in part and remanded in Deer/Mt. Judea School District v. Kimbrell. More
than three years after the original complaint was filed, the Fort Smith, Greenwood, Alma, and Van Buren school
districts moved to intervene as of right. The circuit court denied intervention as untimely, and the school districts

appealed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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