SUPREME COURT OF MISSISSIPPI

Roger Lee Jackson a/k/a Roger Jackson a/k/a Roger L. Jackson v.
State of Mississippi

245 So. 3d 433 (Miss. 2018) - No. 2017-KA-00719-SCT - Decided June 14, 2018

SUMMARY

The Mississippi Supreme Court affirmed Roger Lee Jackson’s convictions for aggravated assault and
felon in possession of a firearm following a jury trial in Hinds County Circuit Court. The court held

that Jackson’s claims concerning limits on cross-examination and closing argument about reasonable
doubt presented no reversible error, including because several issues were not preserved or lacked an

adequate proffer.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the trial court reversibly violated Jackson's confrontation rights or evidentiary rights by limiting

defense cross-examination concerning Jerry Lewis's possible involvement and alleged statements.

2. Whether the trial court erred by excluding or limiting use of an audio recording containing portions of

Jackson's statements under the rule of completeness.

3. Whether the trial court improperly limited defense counsel's closing argument concerning the meaning

of reasonable doubt.

4. If the limitation on closing argument was error, whether it was harmless beyond a reasonable doubt.

HOLDINGS

1. The trial court did not commit reversible error because defense counsel failed to respond to the hearsay
objection and therefore failed to preserve the issue for appellate review.

2. The claimed error was waived because the defense failed to make a proffer of the excluded testimony or

establish on the record the substance of the evidence sought.

3. The trial court's ruling was not reversible error because Jackson failed to invoke the rule of

completeness, make the required argument, or proffer the audio recording in the trial court.

4. The trial court erred by sustaining the State's objection to defense counsel's comparison of reasonable
doubt with standards such as probable or likely guilt, because counsel may discuss or explain reasonable

doubt during closing argument within proper bounds.

5. The error in limiting defense counsel's reasonable-doubt argument was harmless beyond a reasonable

doubt and did not require reversal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The right, however, is not unbounded.” (36)

“This Court has not held it improper for counsel (either for the defense or the prosecution) to discuss or

explain the reasonable-doubt standard during closing arguments, as long as counsel does so within proper
bounds.” (Y66)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Two men were shot near Roach Street in Jackson, Mississippi; Quincy McGowan died and Emmanuel Jones
survived after being shot multiple times. Jones identified Jackson as the shooter, and another witness testified
that Jackson admitted killing McGowan. The defense sought to implicate Jerry Lewis and challenge the State's

witnesses through cross-examination and a recording of a witness interview, but Jackson did not testify.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY



A Hinds County Circuit Court jury acquitted Jackson of deliberate-design murder but convicted him of
aggravated assault and felon in possession of a firearm. Jackson appealed directly to the Supreme Court of
Mississippi, which found one error in limiting closing argument but held it harmless beyond a reasonable doubt

and affirmed the convictions.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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