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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Mississippi reviewed Eboni White’s manslaughter conviction arising from the
shooting death of Danielle Newsome. The court held that the trial court abused its discretion by
excluding a defense witness based solely on a sequestration-rule violation and erred by refusing a jury
instruction addressing Mississippi’s Castle Doctrine. The court reversed the judgments and remanded
for a new trial.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the trial court abused its discretion by excluding defense witness Ricky Thompson solely
because he had been present in the courtroom during another witness's testimony in violation of the
sequestration rule.

2. Whether the trial court erred by refusing to give a jury instruction embodying Mississippi's Castle
Doctrine statutory presumption and its prerequisites where the evidence raised a question whether the
victim unlawfully entered the immediate premises surrounding the defendant's residence and blocked
access to the defendant's vehicle.

HOLDINGS

1. A sequestration-rule violation, standing alone, does not make a witness's testimony inadmissible. Before
excluding the witness, the trial court must determine whether the violation caused probable prejudice or
otherwise justified exclusion; the trial court abused its discretion by excluding Thompson without
making that determination.

2. A defendant is entitled to an instruction embodying Mississippi Code Section 97-3-15(3)'s Castle
Doctrine presumption and prerequisites when the trial evidence provides more than a mere scintilla
supporting that theory. White presented sufficient evidence to raise a question whether Newsome
unlawfully entered the immediate premises surrounding White's residence and blocked White's access to
her vehicle, so the instruction should have been given.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Given the evidence presented at trial, White was entitled to an adequate jury instruction setting forth Section
97-3-15(3)’s statutory presumption and its attending prerequisites as prescribed by that section.” (¶ 23)

“Reversal is not justified unless there is a showing of prejudice sufficient to constitute abuse of discretion on
the part of the trial judge in not ordering a mistrial or not excluding testimony.” (¶ 10)

“[T]he defense is entitled to an instruction covering the theory of the case so long as there is evidence in the
record that would support that theory without regard to the probative value of that evidence so long as it is
more than a mere scintilla of proof.” (¶ 19)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Eboni White and Danielle Newsome, former friends and neighbors, had a dispute after Newsome accused White
of driving around her child's school bus. Newsome repeatedly harassed and threatened White, including banging
on White's trailer door and threatening to confront her on November 12, 2009. When White left her trailer and
approached her vehicle, Newsome crossed from her trailer, blocked White's access to the vehicle, and continued
the confrontation; White believed Newsome's raised hand held a weapon and shot her multiple times. Newsome
died from the gunshot wounds.



PROCEDURAL HISTORY

White was indicted for murder in Claiborne County Circuit Court. A jury convicted her of the lesser-included
offense of manslaughter, and the circuit court sentenced her to twenty years in the custody of the Mississippi
Department of Corrections. The circuit court denied her motion for judgment notwithstanding the verdict or a
new trial. The Court of Appeals affirmed in an eight-to-two decision. The Mississippi Supreme Court granted
certiorari on the exclusion of witness Ricky Thompson and the denial of a jury instruction embodying the Castle
Doctrine, reversed both the Court of Appeals and circuit court judgments, and remanded for a new trial.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The judgments of the Mississippi Court of Appeals and the Claiborne County Circuit Court were reversed, and
the case was remanded to the Claiborne County Circuit Court for a new trial and further proceedings consistent
with the opinion.
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