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SUMMARY

The District Court for the District of Columbia addresses remedies for Venezuelan nationals who were
deported to El Salvador under the Alien Enemies Act without constitutionally adequate process. The
Court orders procedures for affected plaintiffs to seek return from third countries, file supplemental
habeas pleadings from abroad, and obtain travel documents, while requiring the Government to report
on implementation. The Court also directs the Government to fund and facilitate return travel for
qualifying plaintiffs from third countries and to parole them into United States custody upon arrival.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. What remedial measures are required after the Government unlawfully deported class members without
constitutionally adequate process?

2. Whether affected Plaintiffs in third countries may file supplemental pleadings in the existing habeas
action.

3. Whether the Government must facilitate and fund the return to the United States of affected Plaintiffs in
third countries who seek to pursue their proceedings.

HOLDINGS

1. When the Government unlawfully removes individuals without constitutionally adequate process, it
must provide a means to remedy the wrong and ensure that their cases are handled as they would have
been had they not been improperly removed.

2. The Government must facilitate the return to the United States of affected Plaintiffs in third countries
who request return for their court proceedings, including by offering boarding letters and paying the cost
of commercial air travel; Plaintiffs appearing at a U.S. port of entry must be paroled into United States
custody.

3. Plaintiffs located in Venezuela or third countries may file supplemental habeas pleadings challenging the
Proclamation's invocation of the Alien Enemies Act and their identification as Tren de Aragua members.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“In other words, it is up to the Government to remedy the wrong that it perpetrated here and to provide a
means for doing so.” (at 3)

“Were it otherwise, the Government could simply remove people from the United States without providing any
process and then, once they were in a foreign country, deny them any right to return for a hearing or
opportunity to present their case from abroad.” (at 3)

“The Court will thus order Defendants to take several discrete actions that will begin the remedial process for
at least some Plaintiffs, as the Supreme Court has required in similar circumstances.” (at 4)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Government deported 137 Venezuelans to the Center for Terrorism Confinement in El Salvador under the
Alien Enemies Act and later released some into Venezuela as part of a prisoner swap. The court had previously
found that the deportees were denied constitutionally adequate process before removal. Some former class
members, including individuals in Venezuela and third countries, seek to continue habeas challenges to their
designations and to the validity of the presidential Proclamation.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY



The court previously found that the Government had denied due process to a class of Venezuelans deported to El
Salvador and invited the Government to propose measures facilitating hearings on their habeas claims. After the
Government declined to propose a remedy, the court considered the parties' submissions and a remedies hearing.
This memorandum opinion and order establishes remedial procedures for affected Plaintiffs.

DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The Government must promptly return retained passports and identification documents upon written request,
make good-faith efforts to obtain documents transferred to El Salvador, and file a status report by March 13,
2026, explaining how and when it will transport Plaintiffs seeking return from third countries and addressing the
feasibility of returning willing Plaintiffs still in Venezuela.
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