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SUMMARY

The Ohio First District Court of Appeals affirmed a juvenile court’s modification of a child-support
order. The court held that the obligor’s failure to submit to genetic testing provided no basis to cancel

arrearages, and that retroactive modification was unavailable absent proof of fraud or wrongdoing.
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DISPOSITION affirmed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Bowers appealed the Hamilton County Juvenile Court's denial of his

request to retroactively modify child-support arrearages after the court
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether a child-support obligor who willfully fails to submit to genetic testing may obtain cancellation

of child-support arrearages on a paternity-related motion.



2. Whether existing, due, and unpaid child-support arrearages may be retroactively modified based on a

later reduction in the obligor's ongoing support obligation absent proof of fraud or wrongdoing.

HOLDINGS

1. Because Bowers willfully failed to submit to genetic testing, the juvenile court had no grounds to cancel

the child-support arrearages.

2. Due and unpaid child-support payments generally may not be retroactively modified, and the exception
for special circumstances did not apply because Bowers presented no proof of fraud or wrongdoing.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because Bowers cannot show proof of fraud or wrongdoing, the juvenile court had no authority to

retroactively modify his arrearages.” (19)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In 2008, the juvenile court entered a default judgment establishing Bowers as the child's father and ordering him
to pay $251.89 per month in child support plus $50.38 per month toward arrearages. In 2018, Bowers moved for
genetic testing and requested review of the arrearages, but he later abandoned genetic testing. The magistrate
reduced his ongoing support obligation to $80 per month plus $10 per month in arrearages, while the juvenile
court refused to retroactively recalculate the existing arrearages. Bowers alleged that the original arrearage

calculation relied on falsified income documents, but the record showed no fraud or wrongdoing by Goines.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The juvenile court entered a 2008 default child-support order establishing Bowers's paternity and imposing
monthly support and arrearage payments. In 2018, Bowers sought genetic testing and review of arrearages; he
later abandoned the genetic-testing request. The magistrate reduced the ongoing support obligation but declined

to cancel or retroactively recalculate existing arrearages, and the juvenile court adopted that decision. The First
District affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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