UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF
ILLINOIS, WESTERN DIVISION

Helen L. v. Frank Bisignano, Commissioner of Social Security

No. 25 cv 50009, United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, Western Division (March 10,
2026)

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois reviewed the Commissioner of
Social Security’s denial of Helen L.’s application for disability benefits. The court held that the
Administrative Law Judge adequately accounted for Helen L.’s moderate limitations in concentration,

persistence, and pace, and affirmed the Commissioner’s decision.
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DISPOSITION affirmed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff sought judicial review under 42 U.S.C. § 405(g) of the

Commissioner's final decision denying her application for disability
insurance benefits. The parties consented to magistrate-judge

jurisdiction, and Plaintiff moved to reverse and remand.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court reviews whether the ALJ's decision is supported by
substantial evidence and confines review to the reasons offered by the
ALJ. The court may not reweigh evidence, resolve evidentiary
conflicts, make independent credibility determinations, or substitute its
judgment for the ALJ's; reversal is warranted only if the record

compels a contrary result.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the ALJ's residual functional capacity assessment adequately accounted for Plaintiff's moderate

limitation in concentration, persistence, and pace.

2. Whether the ALJ's evaluation of Plaintiff's symptoms and the supporting medical and daily-activity
evidence was supported by substantial evidence.

HOLDINGS

1. The ALJ adequately accounted for Plaintiff's moderate concentration, persistence, and pace limitation by
limiting her to simple instructions and simple work-related decisions, with sufficient persistence,
concentration, or pace to timely and appropriately complete job duties, together with other restrictions

supported by the record.

2. The ALJ's evaluation of Plaintiff's subjective symptoms and the medical and other evidence was
adequately explained and supported by substantial evidence.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The reviewing court evaluates the ALJ’s determination to establish whether it is supported by “substantial

evidence,” meaning “such relevant evidence as a reasonable mind might accept as adequate to support a

59

conclusion.

“The Court finds that the ALJ adequately addressed Plaintiff’s moderate limitations in CPP and sufficiently

supported her reasoning.”

“Here, the ALJ’s evaluation of Plaintiff s symptoms adequately supported her finding that in a work
environment, Plaintiff could carry out simple instructions with sufficient persistence, concentration, or pace

to timely and appropriately complete job duties.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Helen L. applied for Title II disability insurance benefits, alleging disability beginning August 15, 2019. The
ALJ found severe physical and mental impairments, including PTSD, depression, borderline personality
disorder, traumatic brain injury, and substance-induced mood and anxiety disorder, but determined that Plaintiff
retained the residual functional capacity for light work with physical, social, and mental restrictions. The ALJ
found that Plaintiff could perform simple work with sufficient persistence, concentration, or pace to complete
job duties and that jobs existed in significant numbers in the national economy. Plaintiff challenged the RFC,
principally arguing that it failed to account adequately for her moderate limitation in concentration, persistence,

and pace.



PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed a Title II application for disability insurance benefits alleging disability beginning August 15,
2019. The Social Security Administration denied the application initially and on reconsideration; following a
telephonic hearing, the ALJ denied the claim, and the Appeals Council denied review. The district court

reviewed the Commissioner's final decision and affirmed it.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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