UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF

CALIFORNIA

Solis v. Coty, Inc. and Noxell Corporation

Solis - No. 3:22-cv-00400-BAS-NLS - Decided March 7, 2023

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of California grants Defendants’ Rule 12(b)

(1) motion and dismisses Plaintiff’s amended consumer-protection class-action complaint without

prejudice for lack of subject-matter jurisdiction. The court concludes that the plaintiff failed to

adequately allege a concrete economic injury or injury-in-fact arising from her purchase of CoverGirl

TruBlend Pressed Powder, including under benefit-of-the-bargain and overpayment theories. The court

grants Plaintiff leave to file a second amended complaint.
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Defendants moved to dismiss the amended consumer-protection class-
action complaint under Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 12(b)(1) and
12(b)(6). The court granted the Rule 12(b)(1) motion for lack of
Article IIT standing and dismissed the amended complaint without

prejudice, granting leave to file a second amended complaint.

For a facial Rule 12(b)(1) challenge to subject-matter jurisdiction, the
court evaluates the allegations under a standard comparable to Rule
12(b)(6), accepts factual allegations as true, and draws reasonable
inferences in the plaintiff's favor. The plaintiff must clearly allege facts
establishing injury in fact, causation, and redressability. The court may
not resolve genuinely disputed facts when jurisdiction depends on

factual issues intertwined with the merits.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1.

4.

Whether Solis adequately alleged a concrete economic injury sufficient to establish Article III standing

under a benefit-of-the-bargain theory.

. Whether Solis adequately alleged a concrete economic injury under an overpayment theory based on

misrepresentation, omission, or a hidden defect.

. Whether Solis adequately alleged a particularized injury by connecting the alleged PFAS contamination

to the specific product unit she purchased.

Whether the amended complaint should be dismissed under Rule 12(b)(1) for lack of subject-matter

jurisdiction and whether leave to amend should be granted.

HOLDINGS

1.

A plaintiff cannot establish Article III economic injury under a benefit-of-the-bargain theory for an
allegedly unsafe consumer product when the plaintiff identifies no specific misrepresentation concerning
the claimed benefit and the product labeling discloses that the alleged benefit was not part of the bargain.

Solis therefore failed to establish standing under this theory.

. An overpayment theory of Article III standing may be based on a false representation or actionable

nondisclosure, but Solis failed to plead either because she identified no specific false representation that
the product was PFAS-free and the label disclosed PTFE, the alleged PFAS ingredient.

. The amended complaint did not establish standing under a hidden-defect theory because the product

label disclosed PTFE and Solis alleged that the harmful qualities of PFAS were widely known.

. A plaintiff alleging injury from an adulterated product must plead facts permitting an inference that the

specific product purchased was affected; however, a formulaic allegation that the precise unit purchased
contained PFAS is not required at the pleading stage if the complaint's product-wide allegations support

that reasonable inference.

. Because Solis failed to allege a concrete economic injury and therefore lacked Article III standing, the

court dismissed the amended complaint without prejudice under Rule 12(b)(1), without reaching

defendants' Rule 12(b)(6) arguments, and granted leave to file a second amended complaint.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“DISMISSES WITHOUT PREJUDICE the Amended Complaint for lack of subject-matter jurisdiction.” (at 1)

“Together, Birdsong and McGee stand for a simple legal premise: where a plaintiff seeks to allege an injury-

in-fact arising from the purchase of a purportedly unsafe consumer item, he or she is precluded from doing so



based upon a “benefit of the bargain” theory where (1) there is no identifiable misrepresentation concerning
the purported benefit of which the plaintiff was allegedly deprived and (2) the product’s labeling or packaging
discloses the alleged benefit is not part of the bargain.” (at 8)

“That dismissal is WITHOUT PREJUDICE to Solis filing a corrective pleading that resolves the deficiencies
delineated herein.” (at 22)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Solis purchased CoverGirl TruBlend Pressed Powder in California in December 2021 after reviewing the
product label and statements on defendants' websites and investor materials describing their products as safe,
sustainable, and suitable for sensitive skin. She alleged that testing of a sample revealed elevated organic
fluorine indicative of PFAS and that PFAS are toxic and carcinogenic. The product label expressly listed PTFE,
which Solis alleged is a type of PFAS, but she claimed defendants' representations and omissions caused her to
believe the product was safe, sustainable, and PFAS-free. She did not allege that the specific unit she purchased
had been tested.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Solis filed the initial complaint on March 25, 2022. After defendants moved to dismiss, Solis filed an amended
complaint instead of opposing the initial motion. The amended complaint asserted fifteen claims arising from the
alleged marketing and sale of CoverGirl TruBlend Pressed Powder containing PFAS. Defendants then moved to
dismiss under Rules 12(b)(1) and 12(b)(6); the court resolved the jurisdictional motion first, dismissed without

prejudice for lack of standing, and permitted a second amended complaint.

DISPOSITION

dismissed
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