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SUMMARY

The Seventh District Court of Appeals of Texas dismissed the appeal for want of jurisdiction because
the appellants filed their notice of appeal after the deadline. The court also dismissed the appeal
because the appellants failed to pay the required filing fee or seek permission to proceed without
paying court costs.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the appellate court had jurisdiction when appellants filed their notice of appeal after the
applicable ninety-day deadline.

2. Whether the appeal should be dismissed because appellants failed to pay the required filing fee or obtain
an exemption from court costs.

HOLDINGS

1. The court lacked jurisdiction because appellants filed their notice of appeal after the ninety-day deadline
applicable when a timely motion for new trial was filed.

2. The appeal was also subject to dismissal because appellants failed to pay the required filing fee and did
not seek leave to proceed without payment of court costs.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A timely notice of appeal is essential to invoking this Court’s jurisdiction.” (2)

“Accordingly, we dismiss this untimely appeal for want of jurisdiction and because Appellants failed to pay
the requisite filing fee.” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The trial court signed an order concerning Bruckner Truck Sales' motion for summary judgment on January 16,
2026. Appellants filed a timely motion for new trial, but filed their notice of appeal on May 18, 2026, after the
April 16 deadline, and failed to pay the required filing fee or seek permission to proceed without paying court
costs.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The 47th District Court of Potter County signed the summary judgment order on January 16, 2026. Appellants
timely filed a motion for new trial, making the notice of appeal due April 16, 2026, but filed the notice on May
18, 2026. The court notified appellants of the untimeliness and separately notified them that failure to pay the
filing fee or obtain an exemption would result in dismissal; appellants did neither and did not respond regarding
jurisdiction.
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